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SBACC Board of Directors - Retreat Agenda

December 4, 2007
8:00am – 12:00pm

www.sbacc.com
1) Welcome











Scott
2) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet








All
3) Approval of November 6, 2007 SBACC Meeting Minutes






All
4) 2008 Board Recommendations 









Ann, John, Marna
5) 2008 Statewide Propositions









Shaun
6) 2007 Year In Review










Scott 
Chair Gobble will present a 2007 Year In Review based on the SBACC’s accomplishments.

7) Strengths and Weaknesses: What’s Working, What’s Not






Scott
The SBACC will determine its top 3 strengths and top 3 weaknesses.
8) Installation Update










Helen/Scott

9) 2008 Policy Platform










Helen/Shaun
SBACC will review the current policy platform and determine any changes for 2008.

10) 2008 Strategic Initiatives









Shaun
Staff will lead a discussion to determine the top three policy priorities for 2008. Individually, SBACC members will be asked to state their specific top policy priorities for next year. 

Staff will document the responses. Once complete, staff will lead a discussion on each policy priority mentioned in order to expand for more details. Once complete, each SBACC member will be given three votes to vote for their top three priorities for 2008. 

The top three priorities with the most votes will because the 2008 Strategic Initiatives. Staff will return at the January 2008 SBACC meeting with a plan of action relative to the 2008 Strategic Policy Priorities approved at the December retreat.

11) 2008 Chamber Advocacy Contract








Scott /Helen
12) January 2008 Meeting










Scott
13) Announcements / Adjourn / Lunch








12:00pm
SBACC thanks the Metropolitan Water District for refreshments and lunch.
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce
 3400 Torrance Blvd, #100 ● Torrance, CA  90503
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce

Minutes for November 6, 2007

ATTENDANCE: Helen Duncan, Manhattan Beach Chamber; Scott Gobble, South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce; Kay Finer, Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber; Barbara Dye, Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber & Palos Verdes Land Conservancy; George Kivett, Lomita Chamber, Kivett Realty; Shaun Lumachi, Chamber Advocacy; Marna Smeltzer, Redondo Beach Chamber; Jill Brunkhardt, Chevron; John Parsons, Horrell Realtors; Karen Hill, Manhattan Beach Chamber; Louis Dominguez, San Pedro Chamber; Marilyn Lyon, Palos Verdes Chamber/SBESC-COG; Chuck Taylor, Lomita Chamber; Christina Davis, LAX Coastal Area Chamber; Steve Napolitano, Supervisor Don Knabe; Dyan Davis, Lawndale Chamber; Wanza Tolliver, Lawndale Chamber; Barbara Glennie, Torrance Chamber; Ann Garten, El Camino College; Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG; Mark Waronek, Waronek & Assoc/ Past Chair SBACC; David Sutton, Colonel, USAF, Los Angeles Air Force Base; Charles Gale, Metropolitan Water District; Randall Neudeck, Metropolitan Water District; Sharon Weissman, Senator Jenny Oropeza’s Office; Nancy Manfredi, Carson Chamber.

WELCOME: Chairman Scott Gobble called the meeting to order at 8:06 A.M.  He invited those present to introduce themselves.  An attendance sheet was circulated and those present were asked to sign in and provide e-mail addresses. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  John Parsons moved approval of the minutes for the Meeting of October 2, 2007. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE/CHAIR’S UPDATE: 

a. Policy Planning Session - Chairman Scott Gobble announced that the next meeting on December 4th, 2007 will include a Policy Planning Session.  The location will be changed to the Southern California Edison Office at 505 Maple Street.  The meeting time will be extended and will run from 8:00A.M. to 12 noon or 12:30.   Lunch will be provided courtesy of Metropolitan Water District.  The meeting will include a review of legislative policy positions.

b. State Senator Jenny Oropeza will be at a “Fireside Chat” on Friday, November 9th at 11:30 at the Torrance Doubletree Hotel.  This event is organized by the Torrance Chamber and SBACC is a sponsor.  Anyone interested in one of SBACC’s 10 seats please speak to Scott Gobble.


PRESENTATION :

Water Conservation: Presented by Metropolitan Water District: Charles Gale introduced Randall Neudeck from the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) who made a power point presentation about the critical nature of the drought in California and some of the measures that are being implemented or are proposed.  Local Chambers of Commerce need to be aware of the issues involved and can help in communicating with their members.

In dealing with drought, diversification of water supply is an important strategy.  MWD has four main sources of water: local precipitation, Colorado River, State Water Project and the Aqueduct; all these supply sources are currently down, a situation which MWD has never experienced before.  

In dealing with the drought one of the critical areas is the Bay Delta, which is a key to moving water from place to place in the state
. There are several issues affecting this area.  1) If land within the Delta subsides due to failed land management techniques, then salt water could flood in, which would preclude the movement of freshwater through the Delta  2) The area is located in an area that is vulnerable to earthquakes.  If there is a major earthquake in this area it could impair the water supply for about three years  3) A recent court ruling requires that water pumping be slowed down during times when a fish called the Delta Smelt is in the area.  

Combined with the current drought conditions these three issues result in less water less water supply for southern California.  MWD needs to make up the difference. Currently MWD is 

· Recycling groundwater

· Utilizing desalinization technology

· Implementing conservation methods

· Storing water in reservoirs

A long-term vision would be to find a way to move water around the Delta by using an isolated peripheral canal.  MWD has set aside money to work with local cities on water issues.

The Governor has held a special session on water issues. Democrats have indicated that they may want to issue bonds for water projects.   These bonds would probably emphasize surface storage rather than a peripheral canal.  The bonds would be put on either the February 2008 or November 2008 ballot.  Because of the slowdown in the economy, which is putting pressure on the state budget, the February ballot would probably be preferable.

Scott Gobble suggested that SBACC should take on a water information program, which would be easier than asking every Chamber to do its own.  Jacki Bachrach also suggested that SBCCOG could do an event that would feature resources speakers from all the utilities, including water.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT:  Shaun Lumachi reported that he has compiled a review of the bills on which SBACC has taken positions and the voting record of local representatives on these bills.  The draft of this report has been sent to legislators in order to give them the opportunity to correct any errors before it is distributed to SBACC members and published on the website.  The voting record report will be pre-formatted so that member Chambers can easily publish it in their newsletters or reformat according to their needs.

There are three Propositions that have qualified for the February  5, 2008 ballot.  The campaigns for these measures will not gear up until after Thanksgiving.

Proposition 91: Transportation Funding.  This proposition is an “orphan” that was started as a back up to Proposition 1A which passed.  Shaun noted that SBACC has “never not supported” a measure such as this.  There was a question about whether, if Prop 91 passed, it this would trump IA.  Marna Smeltzer moved to support Proposition 91.  The motion was seconded by Barbara Glennie and passed unanimously.

Proposition 92:Community Colleges.  This proposition would require minimum levels of state funding for K-12 school districts and community colleges to be computed separately.  Among other things, it would also allocate a fixed percentage of Proposition 98 funding maintenance to community colleges.  It would also extend certain protections to community colleges at the local level.  It would limit the Legislature’s ability to play a day to-day role in the Community College system. There has not been a clear analysis done on the effect that this would have on K-12 districts.  CalChamber opposes this bill.  Barbara Dye moved that SBACC take a “watch” position on this proposition.  Marna Smeltzer seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.

Proposition 93:  Term Limits.  This proposition would extend the amount of time an individual could serve in the state legislature to a total of 12 years.  The time could be served in either the Assembly or the Senate or a combination of both. Discussion included the fact that term limits result in a high rate of member turnover and little time to acquire expertise.   Under these circumstances the professional staff has an advantage because it has the history and experience.  Some members expressed concern that the Proposition does not include redistricting language.  Other members noted that they believe that term limits takes the decision making out of the hands of the electorate. 

 Louis Dominguez moved to support the proposition.  Chuck Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion failed 9 to 7.  

 John Parsons moved to oppose the proposition.  Marilyn Lyon seconded the motion.  The motion carried 9 to 5.  

High Speed Passenger Train Bond has qualified for the November 4, 2006 Ballot.  Due to time constraints the Chair requested that discussion of this item be tabled for the present.

CHAIR ELECT:


a. 2008 Slate of Officers -  Helen Duncan moved that the slate of officers proposed by the Nominating Committee be approved as follows: Helen Duncan Chair, Marcella Low Chair Elect, Charles Gale Secretary, George Kivett Treasurer, Immediate Past Chair Scott Gobble.  The motion was seconded by Ann Garten and passed unanimously.  The Nominating Committee of Add Garten, John Parsons, Marna Smeltzer, Helen Duncan and Scott Gobble will convene to develop a slate for the Board of Directors and will report at the December meeting.


b. The Installation – Date of the Installation is Thursday, January 17, 2008 at the Belamar Hotel in Manhattan Beach.  Secretary of State Debra Bowen will be the speaker.  Marna Smeltzer and Marcella Low have offered to help with planning the event.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  George Kivett distributed a Profit and Loss Statement and a Balance Sheet showing figures as of the end of the third quarter. At present SBACC has about $50,000 in its bank account and is not expecting any large bills.  He reported that 2008 invoices would be sent out within a day or two.  Ponte Vista is officially a sponsor and the Wilmington Chamber is once again an active member.  Marna Smeltzer moved to receive and file the Treasurer’s report.  The motion was seconded by Jill Brunkhardt and passed unanimously.

TASK FORCE/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS



Major event recommendations:  An event on Conservation will be planned.

PARTNER REPORTS: 

LAAFB: John Parsons asked that requests to attend the ceremony to view the statue of General Sheever be forwarded.

SBCCOG: Marilyn Lyon announced that on November 19, from 3-6 P.M.  there will be a special meeting to review the SCAG transportation plan.

SUPEVISOR DON KNABE: Steve Napolitano reported that another baby has been safely surrendered under the county program.  Park fees at the Arboretum will be waived for veterans’ Day weekend.    There is a fruit fly infestation in Rancho Palos Verdes and sterile male flies are being released to combat it.  Flu shots are available at L.A. County clinics.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

SENATOR OROPEZA’S OFFICE:  Sharon Weissman distributed a list of Senator Oropeza’s 

bills that were passed by the legislature. 

PALOS VERDES PENINSULA:   Kay Finer announced that Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber would host a Holiday Mixer on December 13 at the Los Verdes Golf Club from 5:30 – 7:30.

CARSON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: The Carson Chamber and California State University Dominguez Hills will host a  forum featuring the  six candidates running for the state’s 55th Assembly District  This forum will be held on Thursday, November 15th at 7:00 A.M. at CSUDH and will be open to the public.  

NEXT MEETING: December 4, 2007 at Southern California Edison.  The meeting will include a Planning Session and will begin at 8:00 and continue until about 12 or 12:30. 

ADJOURNMENT:   At 9:35 A.M the meeting was adjourned. 

SBACC Draft 2008 Policy Platform

The SBACC supports policies that:

Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put South Bay businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

1. Encourage a tax and fee system that is market competitive.

2. Encourage the protection of private property rights.

3. Ensure that government focuses on the functions meant for only government to do; and view the private sector as a resource.

4. Require the government to be accountable for its actions and for the programs it operates.

5. Require government and its actions to be measured periodically to ensure maximum efficiency and return on investment with public funds.

6. Promote a legal system that contains checks and balances to ensure fairness to all.

7. Support an educational system that prepares people for jobs and careers.

8. Promote a quality of life that supports the South Bay region as an affordable place to live, work, and do business.

9. Promote economic development opportunities in the South Bay for business retention and attraction.

10. Encourage an adequate, reliable, and cost-effective utility infrastructure system (including gas, electric, water, telecom) be promoted, developed, and maintained to meet the needs of our community including affordable energy options such as LNG to meet the needs of California’s natural gas supplies.

11. Recognizing the significant contribution of the Los Angeles International Airport to the economic and job base of the region. Support a reconfiguration of LAX not to exceed 78 million passengers annually; and, only when concerns of airport security, air and ground traffic, infrastructure, sufficient and convenient passenger access, and ground transportation are adequately addressed. In addition, SBACC supports a regional solution to meet air passenger and cargo needs.

12. Recognize the positive economic impact of the Los Angeles Air Force Base on the South Bay region. SBACC supports the continued retention of the Los Angeles Air Force Base if an effort to protect the Los Angeles Air Force Base as the Department of Defense begins another round of Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC).

13. Continue to encourage a 10 digit overlay instead of an 11 digit overlay. If area code relief is required, the SBACC recommends a ten digit rather than an eleven digit overlay. The SBACC also supports establishing inventory guidelines for numbering resources which will help to preserve the 310 Area Code as well as five other area codes under threat. Area code splits are costly and inconvenient to consumers and businesses because they necessitate numerous expenses such as changing letterhead and marketing plans as well as contacting clients and others to inform them of number changes. Splits also represent a particular burden to seniors and the disabled community who face significant challenges to change their dialing habits. 

14. With the consistent rise in home prices in Southern California, support the creation of workforce housing projects in the South Bay region. An adequate supply of housing is needed to retain businesses and ensure job opportunities in the region.

15. Support forging partnerships with our local legislators. We want our elected officials in the region to use the SBACC and the private sector as a resource to create pro-jobs legislation. The SBACC is committed to holding local representatives accountable to the business community by tracking their votes. These votes impact not only their constituents, but also the vitality of the economic environment. 

16. Support a change in the redistricting method to help to ensure that our elected officials are elected in a more equitable manner.

17. Encourage local government and legislators to cooperate to streamline and reduce unnecessary regulations that will inhibit the job growth in our region.

18. Support efforts that will balance the state budget. The state’s economy and job climate depend on a balanced budget. Businesses fail when spending is not curbed. Similarly, the state cannot spend more than it has available resources. It is critical that Sacramento reduces its spending habits and operates in a responsible manner.

19. Support responsible health care infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.
Draft SBACC 2007 Vote Record

South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce Hold Elected Officials Accountable to Business Community

The 2007 Vote Record: The 41 Potential Laws Tracked by the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce and How Senator Jenny Oropeza, Senator Alan Lowenthal, Assembly Member Ted Lieu, Assembly Member Betty Karnette and Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr. Voted
 

The ______________________ and through its regional advocacy effort with the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce voted in 2007 to track 41 potential laws (bills) that might impact over 53,000 businesses. Each month, the members reviewed and discussed the status of all 41 bills. The area legislators received letters communicating the Chamber’s positions on all 41 bills. The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce lobbied during the 2007 legislative session for our legislators to OPPOSE 31 bills and SUPPORT 10 bills. 

“The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce continues its effort to effectively represent the interests of business with government,” stated ________________. “This vote record highlights the work of our Chamber to protect the economic vitality of our region and to hold our local legislators accountable to our business community,” ________________, continued.

The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce’s official positions on each of the 41 bills have been available online at www.sbacc.com including summaries and explanations of why the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce opposed and supported each of the 41 bills. 

 

To reach the “Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation”, the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce tallied the number of times our legislators voted for the Chamber’s position and divided that total by the total number of bills in which each legislators voted. A bill is not figured into the vote record percentage if a legislator, for whatever reason, did not vote on a bill or if the bill died before the legislator had an opportunity to vote.

Log on to www.sbacc.com for more on the 2007 Vote Record.


Summary of Votes

	
	FOR pro-jobs legislation
	AGAINST jobs legislation
	Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation

	Senator Jenny Oropeza
	3
	18
	14%

	Senator Alan Lowenthal
	4
	23
	15%

	Assembly Member Ted Lieu
	5
	17
	23%

	Assembly Member Betty Karnette
	4
	19
	17%

	Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.
	4
	14
	22%


2007 Vote Record – In Depth

 “N/A” = potential new law died before elected official had an opportunity to vote or in the case of the Governor the potential new law did not reach his desk.

AB 8 Nunez (D)

Health Care

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Vetoed

(Note: Assembly Member Betty Karnette negotiated so that AB 8 was less onerous to the business community.)

AB 150 Lieu (D)

State Financial Literacy Initiative

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Vetoed

AB 338 Coto (D)

Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability Payments

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Signed

AB 437 Jones (D)

Employment Discrimination

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: n/a

AB 493 Ruskin (D)

Motor Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Incentives

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: n/a

AB 504 Swanson (D)

Lockouts

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Vetoed

AB 510 Benoit (R)

Employment: Working Hours

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 512 Lieber (D)

Contracts: Translation

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: n/a

AB 613 Tran (R)

Workplace Postings

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 640 De La Torre (D)

Water Replenishment Districts

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Oppose

Governor: n/a

(Note: Assembly Member Ted Lieu negotiated so that AB 640 was less onerous to the business community.)

AB 644 Dymally (D)

Workers' Compensation: Medical Treatment Utilization

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 751 Lieu (D)

Income and Corporation Tax Credits: Research

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 889 Lieu (D)

Metro Green Line Construction Authority

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 904 Feuer (D) 

Recycling: Food Containers

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 1065 Lieber (D)

Public Resources: Building Standards

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a 

Governor: n/a

AB 1073 Nava (D) 

Workers' Compensation

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Signed

AB 1108 Ma (D)

Children's Products: Phthalates

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Signed

AB 1201 Leno (D)

Collective Bargaining: Direct Care Registered Nurses

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a 

Governor: n/a

AB 1285 Parra (D) 

Taxation: Credits: Research and Development

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 1459 Levine (D)

Coastal Act of 1976: Coastal Development

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

AB 1554 Jones (D) 

Health Care Coverage: Rate Approval

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: n/a

SB 48 Alquist (D) 

Community Development: Healthy Food Choices

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 140 Kehoe (D) 

Fuels: Renewable Diesel Fuel

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 180 Migden (D)

Labor Representatives: Elections

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Vetoed

SB 201 Florez (D) 

Leafy Green Vegetable Crop Safety

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 210 Kehoe (D) 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Fuel Standard

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Vetoed

SB 375 Steinberg (D)

Transportation Planning: Travel Models: Reviews

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 412 Simitian (D) 

State Energy Resources Conservation & Dev. Commission

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a 

Governor: n/a

SB 423 Harman (R) 

Exemplary Damages

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: n/a

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 466 Steinberg (D)

Forest Resources

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 494 Kehoe (D) 

Vehicular Air Pollution Control: Clean Alternative

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 549 Corbett (D)

Employees Right to Bereavement Leave

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Vetoed

SB 622 Padilla (D) 

Employment: Misclassification of Employees

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: Vetoed

SB 747 Corbett (D) 

Disabled Person: Equal Access Rights

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 831 Lowenthal (D)

Billing: Mobile Telephony Service

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 840 Kuehl (D)

Single-Payer Health Care Coverage

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 886 Negrete McLeod (D)

Management Districts: District Board

SBACC Position: Support

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Signed

SB 899 Simitian (D)

Toxic Packaging Materials

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: n/a
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: n/a

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: n/a

Governor: n/a

SB 936 Perata (D)

Workers' Compensation: Permanent Disability

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Vetoed

SB 942 Migden (D)

Workers Compensation: Disability

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: Support

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Vetoed

SB 990 Kuehl (D)

Hazardous Waste: Santa Susanna Field Laboratory

SBACC Position: Oppose

State Senator Jenny Oropeza: n/a

State Senator Alan Lowenthal: Support

Assembly Member Ted Lieu: Support
Assembly Member Betty Karnette: Support

Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.: Support

Governor: Signed
SBACC 2007 Year In Review
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South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce Hold Elected Officials Accountable to Business Community

The 2007 Vote Record: The 41 Potential Laws Tracked by the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce and How Senator Jenny Oropeza, Senator Alan Lowenthal, Assembly Member Ted Lieu, Assembly Member Betty Karnette and Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr. Voted

The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce voted in 2007 to track 41 potential laws (bills) that might impact over 53,000 businesses. Each month, the members reviewed and discussed the status of all 41 bills. The area legislators received letters communicating the Chamber’s positions on all 41 bills. The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce lobbied during the 2007 legislative session for our legislators to OPPOSE 31 bills and SUPPORT 10 bills. 

The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce’s official positions on each of the 41 bills have been available online at www.sbacc.com including summaries and explanations of why the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce opposed and supported each of the 41 bills. 

To reach the “Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation”, the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce tallied the number of times our legislators voted for the Chamber’s position and divided that total by the total number of bills in which each legislators voted. A bill is not figured into the vote record percentage if a legislator, for whatever reason, did not vote on a bill or if the bill died before the legislator had an opportunity to vote.

Summary of Votes

	
	FOR pro-jobs legislation
	AGAINST jobs legislation
	Percentage FOR pro-jobs legislation

	Senator Jenny Oropeza
	3
	18
	14%

	Senator Alan Lowenthal
	4
	23
	15%

	Assembly Member Ted Lieu
	5
	17
	23%

	Assembly Member Betty Karnette
	4
	19
	17%

	Assembly Member Curren D. Price, Jr.
	4
	14
	22%


Fireside Chat Featuring California State Senator Jenny Oropeza 28th District
Sponsored by the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce  and the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce

Friday, November 9, 2007

Doubletree Hotel Torrance/South Bay

21333 Hawthorne Blvd.

Torrance

11:30am - 1:30pm

$35 per person

$350 table of 10

Premier Sponsor

Port of Los Angeles

Patron Sponsors

Daily Breeze, Doubletree Hotel Torrance/South Bay, Northrop Grumman, Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc.

Benefactor Sponsors:

AT&T, Continental Development Corporation, Exxon Mobil Corporation, Kaiser Permanente, Southern California Edison

Carson Chamber 55th Assembly District Candidates Forum

Thursday, November 15, 2007

7:00am - Doors open for Continental Breakfast

7:30am - 9:30am Program

Location: Cal State Dominguez Hills Claudia Hampton Lecture Hall

Parking will be made available by the university

While there is no charge for the event, RSVPs would be appreciated to facilitate event planning. 

Voters in the 55th Assembly District will get their first chance to hear from all six candidates seeking the seat in the state legislature during a candidates forum the morning of Nov. 15. The event is being hosted by California State University, Dominguez Hills and the Carson Chamber of Commerce. 

The 55th Assembly District seat became vacant in August when then-representative Laura Richardson won her bid to represent the 37th Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives. A special election is scheduled for December 11, 2007.

Vying to represent the cities of Carson, Torrance, Harbor City, Wilmington, Long Beach, Lakewood and Signal Hill in the state Assembly are Los Angeles Community College Board of Trustee Warren Furutani, management consultant Mervin Leon Evans, Carson City Councilman Mike Gipson, Long Beach businesswoman Evelyn D. Robertson, retired aerospace engineer Herb Peters, and Long Beach resident and nurse Charlotte Sadiyah Gibson.

During the forum, the candidates will field questions from members of the audience, who will be handed comment cards as they arrive, on which to submit their questions. A continental breakfast will be served at the forum and parking will be free in Lot 3.

Please respond to the Chamber at (310) 217-4590 or e-mail carsonchamber@carsonchamber.

October

SBACC Supports Affordable Energy Options for California and the Region

SBACC Position

The SBACC supports the new statewide coalition Cal-CASE:  Californians for Clean, Affordable, Safe Energy and the development of affordable energy options including the necessary infrastructure to bring LNG into California to meet the state's natural gas supplies.

Background

Natural gas prices have more than doubled since 2001 because only 15% of our needs are produced in California and U.S. supplies are not increasing fast enough.  At the same time, demand for natural gas is increasing primarily because all of the state’s new electricity plants will be powered by natural gas. That’s why California is at an energy crossroads.  To avoid dramatically higher natural gas and electricity prices in the future, we need to increase natural gas supplies.   That’s how LNG can help.

What is LNG?

- LNG stands for liquefied natural gas.  It is odorless, non-toxic and non-corrosive.   Essentially, it is the same natural gas more than 60 million Americans use to heat and cool their homes, only in a liquid state.

- Natural gas is converted into liquid form through a process called liquefaction, which significantly reduces the volume of the gas, making it more economical to transport, and therefore, cheaper for consumers.  LNG is converted back to gas by passing the liquid through vaporizers that warm it.  Both processes are performed using advanced technologies with a proven safety record.

- LNG has been in wide use throughout the world for some 45 years.  Chia and Japan import nearly all of their natural gas.  Vast natural gas fields and liquefaction facilities are under construction around the globe, and dozens of LNG facilities are in various stages of development around the United States.

Why We Need LNG.

- California’s demand in the natural gas market is expected to grow significantly within the next 10 years.  To help meet the growing demand, LNG can play a larger role in the state’s energy supply mix and may assist with reducing the potential for price volatility. 

- California faces a growing gap between the natural gas it uses, and the natural gas that can be produced domestically or imported economically from the Western United States and Canada.  California generates only 15% of the total annual amount of natural gas it consumes, and U.S. supplies are not increasing.  LNG is the only viable option for increasing the supply of safe, clean natural gas in our state.

How LNG Will Help Our Economy

- Affordability & Reliability:  LNG is essential to keeping electricity prices low and ensuring a reliable supply of power to California homes and businesses.  This is especially true here in California where more than 40 percent of our electricity generating capacity is fueled by natural gas.

- Reduce Cost:  According to a study by the National Petroleum Council, American families and businesses will overpay more than $1 trillion for energy costs unless aggressive action is taken to expand the use of natural gas in the economy.

- Help Stabilize Prices:  U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan recently said LNG imports could help stabilize natural gas supplies, reducing the risks of price spikes

September

South Bay Businesses Host Healthcare Discussion

Assemblyman Mervyn Dymally Will Discuss Healthcare Reform

 Friday, September 28, 2007

11:30am - 1:30pm

Manhattan Beach Marriott

SBACC is proudly supported by its partners:

Distinguished

Northrop Grumman

Sustaining

Boeing, Chevron, Metropolitan Water District, Port of Los Angeles, Southern California Edison

Supporting

MWW Group, Mattel, SBC, Watson Land Company

2007 Free Small Business Tax Seminar

Ted W. Lieu Assembly Member, 53rd District and Judy Chu, Vice Chair, Board of Equalization Host Event

Thursday, September 6, 2007

7:00pm - 9:00pm

Alta Vista Community Center

715 Julia Avenue

Redondo Beach, CA 90277

Free Parking. 

The Location is accessible to people with disabilities.

Topics Will Include:

- Sale & Use Tax Compliance Issues

- Recordkeeping

- Payroll Recordkeeping

- Business Expenses

- LA County Bad Check Program

For more information and to RSVP, please call: (310) 615-3515

SBACC Supports Californians for Clean and Reliable Energy and Joins Coalition

SBACC believes in the Sunrise Powerlink which aims to strengthen California’s energy grid. The Sunrise Powerlink will help ensure reliable electric service.

Log on to: www.cleanreliableenergy.org for more information.

Log on to join the coalition: www.cleanreliableenergy.org/act

The Sunrise Powerlink will have enough capacity to power more than 650,000 homes and businesses in San Diego County and southern Orange County (San Diego Gas & Electric’s service territory). As a vital new link to the state’s power grid, the Sunrise Powerlink will help ensure Southern California homes and businesses have the energy they need when they need it most. 

California’s 36 million residents receive their power via a network of interconnected transmission lines that work together to provide reliable electric service to homes and businesses throughout California. A disruption or breakdown of major transmission lines can compromise the entire system and put consumers across the state at risk for blackouts and energy shortages.

The landmark Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Assembly Bill 32) positioned California as a world leader in the effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. One of the state’s primary tools for meeting its energy goals is the Renewable Portfolio Standard, which requires all investor-owned utilities to generate at least 20 percent of their total electricity from renewable energy sources by 2010. 

According to the California Energy Commission, tapping renewable resources in California’s Imperial Valley would help the state meet its energy goals. Industry experts, however, cite California’s lack of adequate transmission as an impediment to unlocking the renewable generation potential for solar, geothermal and wind energy in this region. 

California’s transmission shortage affects our ability to access clean energy from regions such as the desert southwest where solar resources are abundant. The Sunrise Powerlink would expand access to new supplies of clean solar, wind and geothermal energy in the Imperial Valley that are waiting to be tapped and help California move towards a greener energy future. 

This new transmission line will have the capacity to deliver 1,000 megawatts of renewable power to homes and businesses throughout the San Diego region and southern Orange County (San Diego Gas & Electric’s service territory). This clean power would eliminate tons of greenhouse gases that would be emitted if this same amount of energy was generated by conventional power plants.

The Sunrise Powerlink will benefit all Californians by helping our state meet its environmental goals of reducing greenhouse gases and increasing the use of renewable energy and the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce is proud to be part of this coalition.

Learn How to Identify and Hire Qualified Applicants at No Cost to You!

The South Bay Association of Chambers, in partnership with El Camino College, is offering the Career Readiness Certificate Program.  The program aims to help your company attract qualified applicants so you may maintain an excellent employee base long term.

 

What is the Career Readiness Certificate?
 

The Career Readiness Certificate is based on the WorkKeys System, a nationally- recognized job analysis, skills assessment and training program that accurately measures an individual’s skills and the competency levels required for successful job performance. The Career Readiness Certificate documents a job candidate’s competency in the following three areas:

 

Applied Mathematics
Applying mathematical reasoning to solve work-related problems.

 

Reading for Information
Comprehending work-related reading materials, from memos and bulletins to policy manuals and governmental regulations.

                                                                    

Locating Information
Using workplace graphics such as diagrams, floor plans, tables, graphs and charts.

 

The Career Readiness Certificate Program is a computer-based assessment rated on a level from three to seven, with three being the least complex. A certificate is awarded based on the overall score on all three assessments. An individual who does not pass the assessment will have the opportunity to take remedial online tutoring to increase his or her skill level.

 

Examples of Jobs by Certificate Level:

 

Gold Certificate (minimum score of five on all three assessments)
Computer Programmer/Software Engineer

Electrician

Technical Writer

Accountant

Supervisor in Administrative Support or Retail

 

Silver Certificate (minimum score of four on all three assessments)
Executive Secretary/Admin Assistant

Industrial Production Manager

Materials Inspector

Numerical Control Machine Tool Operator

Sheet Metal Worker

 

Bronze Certificate (minimum score of three on all three assessments)
Cashier

Child Care Worker

File Clerk

Food Server

Housekeeper

 

Why Should Employers Recognize the Career Readiness Certificate Program?
 

The Certificate represents a standardized and reliable indicator of workplace level skills that can be used in businesses throughout the region. Thousands of companies across the United States and Canada have experienced the benefits of WorkKeys in a broad range of environments such as manufacturing, technology, service and retail. Companies include:

                        
Alcoa-AFS Carson      DHE-Dependable Highway Express

Bristol-Myers              JC Penney Co.

Comfort Suites            Toyota Financial Services

Coorstek Inc.              Tri-Star Electronics International

 

Some testimonials include:
 

“WorkKeys is one of the best tools I’ve used in 24 years of recruiting and organizational development experience in three different industries. Nobody wants to employ someone in a job in which he or she won’t excel, and WorkKeys helps to predict success.”

                                                

Linda Spencer, HR Manager, Coorstek Inc.

 

Companies that use WorkKeys to assess their incoming and current workforce typically achieve substantial benefits including:
 

Improved employment selection

Reduced overtime

Reduced turnover

Increased productivity

Higher employee morale

 

Where Will the Assessments be Conducted?
 

The computer-based assessment will be conducted at Workforce Investment Board One-Stop locations throughout the South Bay and surrounding regions.

 

Once again, we hope you can participate in this exciting free program as together we try to increase the quality of our employees and maintain an exceptional workforce.  

 

More Information
 

For more information on how your company can benefit from the Career Readiness Certificate Program, please contact:

 

Melanie Sharp

Project Coordinator

El Camino College Business Training Center

13430 Hawthorne Blvd.

Hawthorne, CA 90250

310.973.3143

msharp@elcamino.edu

www.BusinessAssist.org    

 

The South Bay Work Investment Board and the South Bay Economic Development Partnership are partners in delivering services.
 
The policy of the El Camino Community College District is to provide an educational and employment environment in which no person shall be unlawfully denied full and equal access to, the benefits of, or be unlawfully subjected to, discrimination on the basis of ethnic group identification, national origin, religion, age, sex, race, color, ancestry, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, or retaliation in any program or activity that is administered by, funded directly by, or that receives any financial assistance from the State Chancellor or Board of Governors of the California Community College.
August

Discussion on the Modernization of LAX with FAA Administrator Marion C. Blakey

Thursday, August 23, 2007

11:30 a.m. Registration and Networking

Noon Luncheon and Program 

Los Angeles Airport Marriott Hotel

5855 W. Century Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90045

$550.00 reserved table of 10

$55.00 reserved individual tickets

$65.00 individual tickets at the door

Valet parking $23.00

Self parking $10.00

More information?

Contact April Tam at 213.580.7524 or atam@lachamber.org

Homeland Security Update With Congresswoman Jane Harman

Harbor City / Harbor Gateway Chamber of Commerce Legislative Connection Program

August 15, 2007

11:00 am

Holiday Inn

19800 South Vermont Avenue

Torrance, CA 90502

Please RSVP at hchgchamber@sbcglobal.net or call 310-516-7933

RSVP before August 14th: $30.00

At the door: $35.00

Table of 8: $240.00

For sponsorships for this event, please call Joeann Valle at 310-516-7933

June

Breakfast with California Secretary of State Debra Bowen

Hosted by the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce and the South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce

Event Date

Friday, June 1, 2007

Location

Hilton Torrance/South Bay

21333 Hawthorne Blvd.

Torrance, CA

Registration

8:00am

Breakfast & Program

8:30am - 10:00 am

Cost

$20 per person

$200 table of 10

Community Sponsor

Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc.

Associate Sponsors

Southern California Edison

LA BioMedical Research Institute

Chevron Products Company

RSVP

310-540-5858 or register at: www.torrancechamber.com

A pioneer in open government reform, election integrity, and personal privacy rights, former South Bay State Senator Debra Bowen became only the sixth woman in California history elected to a statewide constitutional office when she was elected as Secretary of State in November 2006.

As the chief elections officer, Secretary Bowen is responsible for overseeing state and federal elections, a role that also requires her to test and certify the voting 

May

South Bay Business Leaders Take Action in the State Capitol

The SBACC and South Bay business leaders met with several state officials in Sacramento on May 21, 2007. The trip also included a reception and dinner with several elected officials in attendance. The following priority issues were discussed:

Priority Issue #1:

Redistricting Reform

SBACC Position

1. A redistricting panel shall be created ant it should be non-partisan 

2. The process should include Congressional Districts

3. Create logical boundaries (clustering) with a minimal numbers of assembly districts within Senate districts

Key Reasons for Redistricting Reform

1. Redistricting holds legislators accountable

2. Redistricting allows voters to select legislators-not legislators to select voters

3. Redistricting allows for non-partisan decision-making

4. Redistricting creates competition

5. Redistricting allows elected officials to be closer to the voter

6. Efficient government begins with citizens having a clear understanding of who represents them

7. Legislators are not forced to compromise under the current system

8. Redistricting establishes more moderate elected officials

9. Our current system is not a clear representation of California voters

Background

Assembly Member Betty Karnette meets with SBACC leaders.

To make California elections more competitive, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger unveiled a plan to reform the highly politicized process of drawing legislative and congressional districts. Schwarzenegger's proposal was released just over a year after voters soundly rejected his previous redistricting effort as part of a slate of government-reform measures in his 2005 special election.

Democrats have been less than enthusiastic about redrawing lines. They expressed some skepticism about the plan, but pledged to work with the governor. Currently, state lawmakers are responsible for drawing the district lines, as well as those for the state's congressional delegation, leading critics to say politicians are choosing their voters, rather than the other way around.

The current district lines drawn in 2001 are widely perceived as having been drafted to protect incumbents. Schwarzenegger said in the past three statewide elections, only four congressional and legislative seats changed parties out of 459 races. One of the groups backing the governor's proposal is Voices of Reform. Fred Keeley, a former Democratic assemblyman from Santa Cruz -- and who was widely considered a victim of the 2001 map-drawing -- is a representative of the group.

Schwarzenegger's proposal calls for creating an 11-member citizens commission -- no politicians or lobbyists allowed -- to oversee drawing district lines. The pool of potential commissioners would be nominated by various county and city elections officials.

Senator Alan Lowenthal meets with South Bay business leaders.

Priority Issue #2:

Health Care Reform

SBACC Position

SBACC reserves its right to establish its position on proposed health care reforms during or after the legislature has time to review and debate their proposals.

Currently, the SBACC SUPPORTS the following, but is not limited to:

1. Policies that encourage continued medical discoveries and innovations that improve quality of care; 

2. Actions that preserve the current voluntary employer-provided health coverage system;

3. Efforts to contain the costs of premiums;

4. Conformity to federal law on health savings accounts;

5. Legislation to allow employers to offer more affordable benefit plans that allow choices in coverage;

6. Opportunities to gain efficiencies and optimal outcomes by coordinating the fragmented health care delivery systems;

7. Work to curb the expansion of litigation in the health care system;

8. Reforms to the worker compensation system that deliver significant cost savings;

9. Efforts to make health prevention the foundation for reform through greater government responsibility for primary prevention efforts.

Furthermore, the SBACC OPPOSES the following, but is not limited to:

1. Policies that allow cost shifting from government-provided programs to the private sector;

2. Proposals that stifle research and development, enact price controls, encourage counterfeit drugs and interfere in the ability of employers and health providers to negotiate for lower drug costs;

3. Proposals to establish a government-run health care delivery system in California; and,

4. Employer mandates.

Priority Issue #3:

Legislative Positions

Each year, the SBACC takes positions on laws that are being considered in Sacramento. 

AB 8 (NUÑEZ) HEALTH CARE: EMPLOYER COVERAGE: OPPOSE

AB 150 (LIEU) CALIFORNIA FINANCIAL LITERACY INITIATIVE: SUPPORT

AB 338 (COTO) TEMPORARY DISABILITY AND UTILIZATION REVIEW: OPPOSE

AB 504 (SWANSON) LOCKOUTS: OPPOSE

AB 512 (LIEBER) CONTRACTS: OPPOSE

AB 640 (DE LA TORRE) WATER REPLENISHMENT DISTRICTS: OPPOSE

AB 644 (Dymally): Medical Treatment Utilization Review: OPPOSE

AB 751 (LIEU) TAX CREDITS: RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT: SUPPORT

AB 889 (LIEU): METRO GREEN LINE CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY: SUPPORT

AB 1073 (NAVA): Medical Treatment Utilization Schedule: OPPOSE

AB 1108 (MA) Children’s Products: Phthalates: OPPOSE

AB 1285 (PARRA): CALIFORNIA CLEAN EQUIPMENT INITIATIVE: SUPPORT

AB 1459 (LEVINE): COASTAL DEVELOPMENT: OPPOSE

AB 1554 (JONES) HEALTH CARE COVERAGE: RATE APPROVAL: OPPOSE

AB 1636 (MENDOZA): SUPPLEMENTAL JOB DISPLACEMENT VOUCHERS: OPPOSE

SB 48 (PERATA) HEALTH CARE TAX ON EMPLOYERS: OPPOSE

SB 140 (KEHOE): RENEWABLE DIESEL FUEL: OPPOSE

SB 180 (MIGDEN) LABOR REPRESENTATIVES: ELECTIONS: OPPOSE

SB 201 (FLOREZ) LEAFY GREEN VEGETABLE CROP SAFETY: OPPOSE

SB 210 (KEHOE) GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS: FUEL STANDARDS: OPPOSE

SB 212 (WYLAND): MEAL PERIODS: SUPPORT

SB 375 (STEINBERG) TRANSPORTATION PLANNING: OPPOSE

SB 423 (HARMAN): EXEMPLARY DAMAGES: SUPPORT

SB 494 (KEHOE): VEHICULAR AIR POLLUTION CONTROL: OPPOSE

SB 670 (CORREA): PROPERTY TRANSFER FEES: OPPOSE

SB 745 (OROPEZA): PORT SECURITY: SUPPORT

SB 747 (CORBETT): EQUAL ACCESS RIGHTS: SUPPORT

SB 840 (KUEHL) UNIVERSAL HEALTHCARE ACT: OPPOSE

SB 899 (SIMITIAN) PACKAGING MATERIALS: OPPOSE

SB 936 (PERATA): PERMANENT DISABILITY INCREASE: OPPOSE 

SB 942 (MIGDEN): WORKERS' COMPENSATION: OPPOSE

SB 974 (LOWENTHAL): PORTS CONGESTION RELIEF REGULATORY FEE: OPPOSE

South Bay Businesses Urge State Leaders to Reform Elections

To make California elections more competitive, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger unveiled a plan to reform the highly politicized process of drawing legislative and congressional districts. Schwarzenegger's proposal was released just over a year after voters soundly rejected his previous redistricting effort as part of a slate of government-reform measures in his 2005 special election.

Democrats have been less than enthusiastic about redrawing lines. They expressed some skepticism about the plan, but pledged to work with the governor. Currently, state lawmakers are responsible for drawing the district lines, as well as those for the state's congressional delegation, leading critics to say politicians are choosing their voters, rather than the other way around.

The current district lines drawn in 2001 are widely perceived as having been drafted to protect incumbents. Schwarzenegger said in the past three statewide elections, only four congressional and legislative seats changed parties out of 459 races. One of the groups backing the governor's proposal is Voices of Reform. Fred Keeley, a former Democratic assemblyman from Santa Cruz -- and who was widely considered a victim of the 2001 map-drawing -- is a representative of the group.

Schwarzenegger's proposal calls for creating an 11-member citizens commission -- no politicians or lobbyists allowed -- to oversee drawing district lines. The pool of potential commissioners would be nominated by various county and city elections officials.

Position

The SBACC supports efforts to make California elections more competitive by reforming the highly politicized process of drawing legislative and congressional districts.

1. A redistricting panel shall be created ant it should be non-partisan 

2. The process should include Congressional Districts

3. Create logical boundaries (clustering) with a minimal numbers of assembly districts within Senate districts

Key Reasons for Redistricting Reform

1. Redistricting holds legislators accountable

2. Redistricting allows voters to select legislators-not legislators to select voters

3. Redistricting allows for non-partisan decision-making

4. Redistricting creates competition

5. Redistricting allows elected officials to be closer to the voter

6. Efficient government begins with citizens having a clear understanding of who represents them

7. Legislators are not forced to compromise under the current system

8. Redistricting establishes more moderate elected officials

9. Our current system is not a clear representation of California voters

South Bay Businesses Stand Strong on Health Care Reform

The skyrocketing cost of health care has made it increasingly difficult for employers, especially small employers, to afford to offer health care benefits to employees and their dependents.  Employers and policymakers are desperately seeking ways to reduce healthcare costs and assure that all Americans have access to affordable and quality healthcare.  

It is estimated that one out of every five residents are without health insurance, over 6.5 million Californians.  This is the most in any state and 75 percent of these uninsured are members of working families according to a study conduct by UCLA.  A recent New America Foundation white paper estimates the average family pays about $1,186 a year in health insurance premiums to cover the uninsured.

Position

The SBACC reserves its right to establish its position on proposed health care reforms during or after the legislature has time to review and debate their proposals.

Currently, the SBACC SUPPORTS the following, but is not limited to:

- Policies that encourage continued medical discoveries and innovations that improve quality of care; 

- Actions that preserve the current voluntary employer-provided health coverage system;

- Efforts to contain the costs of premiums;

- Conformity to federal law on health savings accounts;

- Legislation to allow employers to offer more affordable benefit plans that allow choices in coverage;

- Opportunities to gain efficiencies and optimal outcomes by coordinating the fragmented health care delivery systems;

- Work to curb the expansion of litigation in the health care system;

- Reforms to the worker compensation system that deliver significant cost savings;

- Efforts to make health prevention the foundation for reform through greater government responsibility for primary prevention efforts.

Furthermore, the SBACC OPPOSES the following, but is not limited to:

- Policies that allow cost shifting from government-provided programs to the private sector;

- Proposals that stifle research and development, enact price controls, encourage counterfeit drugs and interfere in the ability of employers and health providers to negotiate for lower drug costs;

- Proposals to establish a government-run health care delivery system in California; and,

- Employer mandates.

April

Regional Business Community Approves Goals and Policy Platform
 
In the fall of each year, the SBACC board of directors develops its legislative priorities for the following year. The Policy Platform enables the SBACC to track important state and regional issues that might have an impact on South Bay businesses.
 

The SBACC Board also developed five goals for 2007 at its annual board retreat in March 2007.

1. Redistricting Reform
2. Health Care Reform

3. Promote program(s) that create job/career growth
4. Expand STAR program with retired and active military in South Bay.
5. Coalition for job makers
 

2007 SBACC Policy Platform

The SBACC supports policies that:

Ensure that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put South Bay businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

1. Encourage a tax and fee system that is market competitive.

2. Encourage the protection of private property rights.

3. Ensure that government focuses on the functions meant for only government to do; and view the private sector as a resource.

4. Require the government to be accountable for its actions and for the programs it operates.

5. Require government and its actions to be measured periodically to ensure maximum efficiency and return on investment with public funds.

6. Promote a legal system that contains checks and balances to ensure fairness to all.

7. Support an educational system that prepares people for jobs and careers.

8. Promote a quality of life that supports the South Bay region as an affordable place to live, work, and do business.

9. Promote economic development opportunities in the South Bay for business retention and attraction.

10. Encourage an adequate, reliable, and cost-effective utility infrastructure system (including gas, electric, water, telecom) be promoted, developed, and maintained to meet the needs of our community including affordable energy options such as LNG to meet the needs of California’s natural gas supplies.

11. Recognizing the significant contribution of the Los Angeles International Airport to the economic and job base of the region. Support a reconfiguration of LAX not to exceed 78 million passengers annually; and, only when concerns of airport security, air and ground traffic, infrastructure, sufficient and convenient passenger access, and ground transportation are adequately addressed. In addition, SBACC supports a regional solution to meet air passenger and cargo needs.

12. Recognize the positive economic impact of the Los Angeles Air Force Base on the South Bay region. SBACC supports the continued retention of the Los Angeles Air Force Base if an effort to protect the Los Angeles Air Force Base as the Department of Defense begins another round of Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC).

13. Continue to encourage a 10 digit overlay instead of an 11 digit overlay. If area code relief is required, the SBACC recommends a ten digit rather than an eleven digit overlay. The SBACC also supports establishing inventory guidelines for numbering resources which will help to preserve the 310 Area Code as well as five other area codes under threat. Area code splits are costly and inconvenient to consumers and businesses because they necessitate numerous expenses such as changing letterhead and marketing plans as well as contacting clients and others to inform them of number changes. Splits also represent a particular burden to seniors and the disabled community who face significant challenges to change their dialing habits. 

14. With the consistent rise in home prices in Southern California, support the creation of workforce housing projects in the South Bay region. An adequate supply of housing is needed to retain businesses and ensure job opportunities in the region.

15. Support forging partnerships with our local legislators. We want our elected officials in the region to use the SBACC and the private sector as a resource to create pro-jobs legislation. The SBACC is committed to holding local representatives accountable to the business community by tracking their votes. These votes impact not only their constituents, but also the vitality of the economic environment. 

16. Support a change in the redistricting method to help to ensure that our elected officials are elected in a more equitable manner.

17. Encourage local government and legislators to cooperate to streamline and reduce unnecessary regulations that will inhibit the job growth in our region.

18. Support efforts that will balance the state budget. The state’s economy and job climate depend on a balanced budget. Businesses fail when spending is not curbed. Similarly, the state cannot spend more than it has available resources. It is critical that Sacramento reduces its spending habits and operates in a responsible manner.

19. Support responsible health care infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

2008 Statewide Propositions

The following ballot propositions have qualified for the February 5, 2008 Primary Election:

Proposition 91

Transportation Funding
SBACC Position: SUPPORT

Summary
· This ballot measure would prohibit the use of funds that are earmarked for transportation to be used for anything else other than transportation related issues after July 2008.  

· This measure eliminates General Fund borrowing of specified transportation funds, except for cash-flow purposes (repayment required within 30 days of adoption of budget) which the current law allows borrowing for three years where Governor declares transfer would cause significant negative fiscal impact on governmental functions and Legislature enacts authorizing statute.

Proposition 92

Community Colleges
SBACC Position: WATCH
Summary

· Changes current minimum education funding requirement into two separate requirements: one for K–12 schools and one for the California Community Colleges (CCC).

· Lowers community college education fees from $20 per unit to $15 per unit.

· Significantly limits the state’s authority to increase fee levels in future years.

· Formally establishes the community colleges in the State Constitution.

· Increases the size of the community colleges’ state Board of Governors (BOG) and the its authority.

Background

Education Funding Level

· Current law guarantees a certain minimum amount of annual financial support for K–14 education. 
· Proposition 92 replaces this single requirement with two: one for K–12 education and one for community colleges (13-14).

· These new minimum funding requirements would take effect in 2007–08 and be based on spending in 2006–07.

· The new K–12 funding formula would use the same year-to-year growth factors as under current law. 
· The same would be true for the new CCC funding formula, with one important exception.

· Specifically, in place of K–12 attendance, a new growth factor based primarily on the young adult population would be used for calculating the community college minimum funding level. 
· This population growth factor uses the greater of two population growth rates: (1) state residents between 17 and 21 years of age or (2) state residents between 22 and 25 years of age. The growth factor is further increased in any year that the state’s unemployment rate exceeds 5 percent. (The state unemployment rate exceeded 5 percent in 13 of the past 15 years.) 
· However, the measure limits the total community college population growth factor to no more than 5 percent in any year.

Student Fees

· Unlike the K–12 funding guarantee, the community college funding requirement, under this proposition, would not be adjusted to reflect how many students are actually served. That is, there would be no direct relationship between required CCC funding levels and actual student enrollment.

· Proposition 92 would not change the existing requirement that roughly 40 percent of General Fund revenues be spent on K–14 education.

· The new funding formulas in Proposition 92 would not apply in years when K–14’s share of General Fund spending was less than this level. 
· In these years, the existing single minimum funding requirement would apply and the state would continue to have discretion over how to allocate funds between K–12 schools and community colleges.

· The current CCC per-unit fee is $20, which means that a full-time student taking 30 units per academic year pays $600.

· About one-quarter of all CCC students do not pay any educational fees. This is because current law waives the fees for resident students who demonstrate financial need. Most of these students are low- to middle-income. 
· Proposition 92 reduces student fees to $15 per unit beginning in fall 2008. 
· Proposition 92 also significantly limits the Legislature’s authority to increase fees in subsequent years. Any fee increase would require a two-thirds vote of both houses. 

· Proposition 92 limits annual fee increases to the lower of: 10 percent and the percentage change in per capita personal income in California (which typically averages about 4 percent). For example, at $15 per unit, a 4 percent growth in per capita personal income (the lower of the two formulas) would allow for an increase of 60 cents. However, since the measure also requires the rounding down of any fee increase to the nearest dollar, the fee level would remain at $15. 

· Proposition 92 would require a simple majority vote in the Legislature in order to reduce fees.. 

Governance

· The State Constitution currently references the community colleges in various fi nancial contexts (such as their eligibility for Proposition 98 funds), but it does not formally establish or define the community colleges. 

· This has been done instead through laws adopted by the Legislature. 

· Proposition 92 amends the State Constitution to formally recognize the CCC system. For example, it specifies in the Constitution that the community college system is a part of the state’s public school system, and is made up of districts that are governed by locally elected boards.

· Proposition 92 makes a number of changes affecting the CCC state wide Board of Governors. 

· For example, it amends the Constitution to increase the number of members to 19 (all with voting rights). In addition, the measure amends statute to require the Governor to appoint additional BOG members from lists provided by specified community college organizations.

· Proposition 92 also gives the BOG more control over its staff and its budget. For example, it authorizes BOG (rather than the Governor) to appoint and set compensation levels for executive officers. Moreover, the measure gives BOG “full power” over how to spend funds appropriated for its administrative expenses in the annual budget.

Arguments in Support
· Lowers fees to $15 a unit.

· Limits future fee increases.

· Provides stable funding for community colleges for more classes and services.

· Guarantees that the community college system is independent from state politics.

· Does not hurt K-12 funding or raise taxes

Arguments in Support
· California’s budget deficit, projected to increase to over 8 billion dollars in 2008, will be aggravated by Prop 92.
· This could lead to further threaten California’s ability to address the state’s other pressing needs like funding health care, social services, public safety, and education funding.

· Proposition 92 creates an expanded state board that can set salaries and other benefits for additional board members and administrators with no oversight.
California Chamber Position

· Proposition 92 would amend the California Constitution to guarantee community college funding levels without adding any accountability structure.

· The California Chamber believes the proposed proposition would inflict an enormous amount of pressure on California’s already stressed general fund and possibly require major cuts from other programs funded from the same pool of money. 

· In addition, California Chamber believes that this measure would result in prioritizing one higher education system’s funding priorities over the needs of two other important systems -- the University of California and California State University System.

Proposition 93

Limits on Legislator's Terms in Office
SBACC Position: OPPOSE

Summary

· Proposition 93 reduces the total amount of time a person may serve in the state legislature from 14 years to 12 years.  It allows an individual to serve a total of 12 years either in the Assembly, the Senate, or a combination of both.  

· Provides a transition period to allow current members to serve a total of 12 consecutive years in the house in which they are currently serving, regardless of any prior service in another house.
Proposition 94 - REFERENDUM
Overturn Amendment to Indian Gaming Compact
Recommended SBACC Position: SUPPORT

Note: A position of support means SBACC supports the compacts becoming law.

Summary
· Seeks to overturn law passed by the legislature in 2007 that expands gaming machines at the Pechanga Band of Luiseño Mission Casino.

· The new law ratifies an amendment to an existing gaming compact between the state and Pechanga Band of Luiseño Mission Indians.  

· Exempts certain projects from the California Environmental Quality Act
· Requires that revenue paid by tribe be deposited in the General Fund.
Background

· Under the current Indian gaming compact agreement, the tribe will pay higher percentages of their net gaming revenues (up to 25%) into the state General Fund. 

· The agreement will provide the state with more than $200 million the first year (with revenues increasing significantly in future years) and an estimated $9 billion over the next two decades 

· The agreement benefits this tribe by allowing them to have additional slot machines at casinos on their existing tribal lands. 

· This tribe will be allowed to coordinate with local police and fire agencies, to compensate local governments for any local services that are needed, and to resolve disputes with surrounding communities through binding arbitration.

· The agreement preserves the right of Indian casino employees to be represented by unions chosen through secret ballots. 

Proposition 95 - REFERENDUM

Overturn Amendment to Indian Gaming Compact
Recommended SBACC Position: SUPPORT

Note: A position of support means SBACC supports the compacts becoming law.

Summary
· Seeks to overturn law passed by the legislature in 2007 that expands gaming machines at the Morongo Band of Mission Indians Casino.

· The new law ratifies an amendment to an existing gaming compact between the state and Morongo Band of Mission Indians.  

· Exempts certain projects from the California Environmental Quality Act
· Requires that revenue paid by tribe be deposited in the General Fund.
Background

· Under the current Indian gaming compact agreement, the tribe will pay higher percentages of their net gaming revenues (up to 25%) into the state General Fund. 

· The agreement will provide the state with more than $200 million the first year (with revenues increasing significantly in future years) and an estimated $9 billion over the next two decades 

· The agreement benefits this tribe by allowing them to have additional slot machines at casinos on their existing tribal lands. 

· This tribe will be allowed to coordinate with local police and fire agencies, to compensate local governments for any local services that are needed, and to resolve disputes with surrounding communities through binding arbitration.

· The agreement preserves the right of Indian casino employees to be represented by unions chosen through secret ballots. 

Proposition 96 - REFERENDUM
Overturn Amendment to Indian Gaming Compact
Recommended SBACC Position: SUPPORT

Note: A position of support means SBACC supports the compacts becoming law.

Summary
· Seeks to overturn law passed by the legislature in 2007 that expands gaming machines at the Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation Casino.

· The new law ratifies an amendment to an existing gaming compact between the state and Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation.  

· Exempts certain projects from the California Environmental Quality Act
· Requires that revenue paid by tribe be deposited in the General Fund.

Background

· Under the current Indian gaming compact agreement, the tribe will pay higher percentages of their net gaming revenues (up to 25%) into the state General Fund. 

· The agreement will provide the state with more than $200 million the first year (with revenues increasing significantly in future years) and an estimated $9 billion over the next two decades 

· The agreement benefits this tribe by allowing them to have additional slot machines at casinos on their existing tribal lands. 

· This tribe will be allowed to coordinate with local police and fire agencies, to compensate local governments for any local services that are needed, and to resolve disputes with surrounding communities through binding arbitration.

· The agreement preserves the right of Indian casino employees to be represented by unions chosen through secret ballots. 

Proposition 97 - REFERENDUM
Overturn Amendment to Indian Gaming Compact
Recommended SBACC Position: SUPPORT

Note: A position of support means SBACC supports the compacts becoming law.

Summary
· Seeks to overturn law passed by the legislature in 2007 that expands gaming machines at the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Casino.

· The new law ratifies an amendment to an existing gaming compact between the state and Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians.  

· Exempts certain projects from the California Environmental Quality Act
· Requires that revenue paid by tribe be deposited in the General Fund.
Background

· Under the current Indian gaming compact agreement, the tribe will pay higher percentages of their net gaming revenues (up to 25%) into the state General Fund. 

· The agreement will provide the state with more than $200 million the first year (with revenues increasing significantly in future years) and an estimated $9 billion over the next two decades 

· The agreement benefits this tribe by allowing them to have additional slot machines at casinos on their existing tribal lands. 

· This tribe will be allowed to coordinate with local police and fire agencies, to compensate local governments for any local services that are needed, and to resolve disputes with surrounding communities through binding arbitration.

· The agreement preserves the right of Indian casino employees to be represented by unions chosen through secret ballots. 
The following ballot propositions have qualified for the November 4, 2008 General Election Ballot:

High-Speed Passenger Train Bond

Recommended SBACC Position: TABLE UNTIL MID-2008
Background

· This new measure would create the Safe, Reliable High-Speed Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century.  

· The bond would provide the issuance of $9.95 billion of bonds, which $9 billion of it would be used in conjunction with available federal funds for the planning and construction of the high-speed train system.  

· The initial high-speed train line would link San Francisco and the Bay Area to Los Angeles with additional lines linking all of the state’s major population centers to include Sacramento, the Central Valley, the Inland Empire, Orange County, and San Diego.

· The entire 700-mile system would be constructed and in revenue service by 2020 with the initial line in limited service by 2008.
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