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SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

May 1, 2007 Agenda

www.sbacc.com
1) Welcome

__________________________________
              Scott Gobble, Chair of the Board

2) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet
        __________________                ________________            All
3) Approval of Minutes
4) Exec. Committee/Chair’s Update _______________________________             ___
        Scott Gobble
a) Update on Franchise Tax Board status
b) SBACC Representative to SBEDP
c) Website

5) Consent Calendar (see attachment for the details)








a) AB 889 – Metro Green Line Construction Authority

                       Position: Support

b) AB 1459 – Coastal Act of 1976: Coastal Development

                         Position:  Oppose

c) SB 140 – Vehicular Air Pollution:  Renewable Diesel Fuel

                         Position:  Oppose

d) SB 212 – Employment: Meal Periods
                        Position:  Support

e) SB 494 – Vehicular Air Pollution Control: Clean Alternative

                       Position:  Oppose

f) SB 670 – Real Property: Transfer Fees

                       Position:  Watch

g) SB 745 – Senate Transportation Funding: Port Security

                       Position:  Support

h) SB 747 – Disabled Person: Equal Access Rights

                       Position:  Support

i) SB 974 – Ports: Congestion Relief: Environmental Mitigation

                      Position:  Oppose

j) SB 990 – Hazardous Waste: Santa Susanna Field Laboratory

                       Position:  Oppose

6) Financial Report
__________________________________  _____


        George Kivett
7) Proposed By-Laws Change - 





Beste, Glennie, Low, Smeltzer, Say
SBACC Partner Program at the Distinguish or Substaining Partner Level (see attachment)
8) Legislative Issues & Updates
a) 2007 Legislative Agenda__________         ____________    _    ______________________
            All
b) Areas of Interest ________________________________       ________________________

All

c) Sacramento California Chamber Conference





  Gobble/Waronek

9) Task Force/Committee Recommendations
a) Major Events Task Force - Update______________________________Low, Parsons,  Gobble, Waronek

10) Brief Partner Reports:

a) LAAFB Alliance Report: 
____________________________               ______John Parsons, Jerry Say

b) SBEDP Report:  

_______________________________________
__
                Jerry Say
c) SBCCOG__________________________________________________________                  Jacki Bachrach
d) California Chamber
_______________________________________

_            __Marlene Carney

e) US Chamber



__________________________________
           Dick Castner
f) Legislators Reports__________            Harman, Schwarzenegger, Oropeza, Bowen, Lieu, Knabe, Chiang
11) Upcoming Events / Announcements









Refreshments - June: Chevron
Thank you to today’s refreshment sponsor: Manhattan Beach Chamber
Next Meeting – June 5, 2007 
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce
%Torrance Chamber of Commerce
 3400 Torrance Blvd, #100 ● Torrance, CA  90503
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce

Meeting Minutes

April 3, 2007

Attendance:  Scott Gobble, SCE; Helen Duncan, Manhattan Beach Chamber; John Wogan, Carson Chamber; George Kivett, Lomita Chamber; Barbara Dye, PV Chamber; Marilyn Lyon, PV Chamber; Chuck Taylor, Lomita Chamber; John Parsons, Horrell Realtors; Marcella Low, The Gas Co.; Mark Waronek, Waronek & Ass.; Marna Smeltzer, Redondo Beach Chamber;  Charles Gale, Met Water;  Barbara Glennie, Torrance Chamber;  Jill Brunkhardt, Chevron; Corinne Murat, Mattel; Sharon Weissman, Sen. Jenny Oropeza; Creasie Adams, Carson & HCHG Chambers; Cherri Spriggs; Cal Small Biz Health Coalition; Joann Valle, HC-HG Chamber; Liberty Thyme, Lomita Harbor Newspaper; Ann Garten, Redondo Beach CC; Steve Napolitano, Sup. Knabe; Shaun Lumachi, SBACC; Melanie Sharp & John Means, El Camino College; Kay Finer, PVP Chamber; Jacki Bacharach, SBCCOG

Chair Scott Gobble opened the Board meeting and asked for self-introductions.  Gobble then introduced the new Legislative Advocacy rep, Shaun Lumachi.  Gobble announced that there will be free admission to the upcoming Sen. Jenny Oropeza event.  More info to follow.  The Board approved the March meeting minutes.  Marilyn Lyon discussed  issues relating to the West Basin Conservation.  The Board approved letters of support for the South Bay Council of Governments Water Use Efficiency grant.  Gobble reported that the SBACC web site is up and running; includes:  policy positions; legislative tracking; positions of support.  Gobble then announced that he is proposing that SBACC have a consent policy agenda that can be reviewed before each Board meeting (similar to city council meetings).  Gobble stated that the May agenda will include this format.  Shaun Lumachi will also include this issues on the SBACC web site.

Lumachi then presented his recommendations on key bills in the Assembly and Senate.  Discussion followed regarding origination of recommendations.  Lumachi stated that the Board’s past positions and Cal Chamber’s positions were some of the influences.  Lumachi noted that future needed Board approval/positions will be e-mailed ahead of time. The Board took positions on the following proposed legislation:  AB-510 – “support”; AB-613 – “support”; AB-644 – “oppose”; AB-1073 – “watch”; AB-1285 – “support”; AB – 1636 – “watch”; SB-423 – “support”; SB-942- “watch.”

George Kivett reported that the SBACC currently has $61,000 in the bank and that all membership invoices have been mailed.  Kivett also stated that he his working on completing the signature cards for this fiscal year.  Discussion followed regarding the status with the Secretary of State.  John Means from El Camino College presented a program that helps businesses find skilled employees.  The Board approved the pamphlet and certificate that was presented.  

Cheri Spriggs gave a presentation on the newly formed California Small Business Health Coalition.  Spriggs stated that over 400,000 businesses have already joined.   Spriggs also stated that the primary purpose of the organization is to help solve the health insurance 
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problem and to help small businesses to provide affordable health insurance.  Gobble stated that Lumachi will monitor health care issues.  Creasie Adams announced that the Carson Chamber will be hosting a “Meet & Greet” reception for the new Assembly member, Laura Richardson at the DoubleTree Hotel later this afternoon.  Adams stated that all are welcome to come hear Richardson outline her agenda for the legislative year. 

Discussion followed regarding the upcoming Sacramento trip on May 21-22.  There was concern that if SBACC has their reception on Sunday, most of the legislators will not be available.  Discussion followed.  Sharon Weissman detailed a few of Sen. Jenny Oropeza’s pending bills:  SB7 – ban smoking in cars with minors; other bills that Weissman reported on:  SB 498; SB 745.   Steve Napolitano reported that the search continues for the chief officer for LA County.  Napolitano also informed the Board of Tom Martin’s recent passing.  Jacki Bacharach also informed the Board of  AB-391 – a bill that deals with air quality.  Gobble then discussed the proposed bylaw changes.  Discussion followed; will continue and be included on the May agenda.  Discussion followed regarding health care issues.  The meeting was adjourned in honor of Tom Martin.

Adjournment:  9:45

John Wogan

	South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce

Legislative Report #2

May 1, 2007

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Positions

AB 889

AUTHOR:
Lieu (D)

 

TITLE:
Metro Green Line Construction Authority

 

COMMITTEE:
Assembly Local Government Committee

 

HEARING:
04/25/2007 1:30 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

Establishes the Metro Green Line Construction Authority for the purpose of awarding and overseeing final design and construction contracts for completion of the Los Angeles-Metro Green Line light rail project that would establish a coastal extension of the Green Line to the north and south, including an initial segment to the Los Angeles International Airport. Provides for specified related duties for the authority.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Support

AB 1459

AUTHOR:
Levine (D)

 

TITLE:
Coastal Act of 1976: Coastal Development

 

COMMITTEE:
Assembly Natural Resources Committee

 

HEARING:
04/23/2007 1:30 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

Prohibits the coastal zone a unit in an overnight visitor-serving commercial facility from being sold for individual ownership or being used for part-time private occupancy. Prohibits in the coastal zone the conversion, in whole or part, of an overnight visitor-serving commercial facility to a full-time or part-time residential facility.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Oppose

SB 140

AUTHOR:
Kehoe (D)

 

TITLE:
Vehicular Air Pollution: Renewable Diesel Fuel

 

COMMITTEE:
Senate Environmental Quality Committee

 

HEARING:
04/23/2007 1:30 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires all diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to contain a percentage of renewable diesel fuel no later than one year after a specified finding is made by the state board, and, no later than 2 years after the implementation of standard. Requires all diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to contain a percentage of renewable diesel fuel.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Oppose

SB 212

AUTHOR:
Wyland (R)

 

TITLE:
Employment: Meal Periods

 

LOCATION:
Senate Rules Committee

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to existing law which requires employers to provide meal periods to employees during work periods of specified duration.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Support

SB 494

AUTHOR:
Kehoe (D)

 

TITLE:
Vehicular Air Pollution Control: Clean Alternative

 

COMMITTEE:
Senate Environmental Quality Committee

 

HEARING:
04/23/2007 1:30 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

relates to vehicular air pollution control. Requires the Air Resources Board to develop and adopt regulations that will ensure that an unspecified percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles, and that commencing by a specified date, a percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Oppose

SB 670

AUTHOR:
Correa (D)

 

TITLE:
Real Property: Transfer Fees

 

LOCATION:
Senate Transportation and Housing Committee

 

SUMMARY:
 

Provides that any a covenant, restriction, or condition contained in any deed, contract, security instrument, or other instrument that contains a requirement that any transferee pay a fee upon transfer of the real property is a condition restraining alienation that is repugnant to the interest created and void. Exempts from this definition taxes and fees imposed by lenders.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Watch

SB 745

AUTHOR:
Oropeza (D)

 

TITLE:
Transportation Funding: Port Security

 

LOCATION:
Senate Transportation and Housing Committee

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires the Office of Emergency Services to develop criteria for allocating general obligation bond funds for port, harbor, and ferry terminal security.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Support

SB 747

AUTHOR:
Corbett (D)

 

TITLE:
Disabled Person: Equal Access Rights

 

LOCATION:
Senate Rules Committee

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to existing law under which individuals with certain disabilities are entitled to equal access rights to various facilities, and individuals licenses to train dogs as guide dogs, signal dogs, or service dogs may take the dogs, for purposes of training, into specified places where disabled individuals are required to be given access.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Support

SB 974

AUTHOR:
Lowenthal (D)

 

TITLE:
Ports: Congestion Relief: Environmental Mitigation

 

COMMITTEE:
Senate Environmental Quality Committee

 

HEARING:
04/23/2007 1:30 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of a container cargo user fee to the Southern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund. Requires the Port of Oakland to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of the fee to the Northern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund and a portion to the Northern California Port Mitigation Relief Trust Fund. Authorizes bank financing agreements.

 

Recommended
 

Position:
Oppose

SB 990

AUTHOR:
Kuehl (D)

 

TITLE:
Hazardous Waste: Santa Susanna Field Laboratory

 

COMMITTEE:
Senate Appropriations Committee

 

HEARING:
04/30/2007 10:00 am

 

SUMMARY:
 

Provides that a violation of the hazardous waster control laws is a crime. Authorizes the Department of Toxic Substances to compel a responsible party or parties to take or pay for appropriate removal or remediation action, as prescribed, necessary to protect public health and safety and the environment at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory site in Ventura County. Prohibits sale, lease, sublease or transfer until certification the land has undergone complete remediation to specified protective standards.

 

Recommended

 

Position:
Oppose

Current Positions

AB 644

AUTHOR:
Dymally (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation: Medical Treatment Utilization

 

DISPOSITION:
Pending

 

HEARING:
04/11/2007 9:00 am

 

SUMMARY:
 

Requires any physician who conducts an evaluation of medical treatment to have intimate knowledge of the issue submitted for review. 

Requires the utilization review process to be conducted as a peer-to-peer evaluation process directed toward an evaluation of the medical treatment requested by the physician treating an injured worker, and not to an examination of the specialty of physician requesting the treatment.

Commentary:
The legislation has no definition of the term “intimate knowledge” which would likely lead to litigation by applicant attorneys seeking to weaken the application of medical treatment guidelines through utilization review.  

 

 Position:
Oppose

AB 1073

AUTHOR:
Nava (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation

 

COMMITTEE:
Assembly Insurance Committee

 

HEARING:
04/25/2007 9:00 am

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to workers' compensation system. Prohibits the limit on the number of chiropractic, occupational therapy, and physical therapy visits from applying to visits for postsurgical physical medicine and rehabilitative services.

 

 

Commentary:
 

The cap on physical therapy, occupational therapy, and chiropractic care was the result of significant abuse of these modalities prior to the recent reforms. Injured workers in California received significantly more physical therapy, occupational therapy, and chiropractic care than did similarly injured workers in other states. This abuse was a significant cost driver that contributed to the explosion in costs that led to SB 899. The caps under current law are not hard caps in that they allow the employer to provide for additional visits above the cap without losing medical control.

 

Position:
Oppose, Watch

AB 1285

AUTHOR:
Parra (D)

 

TITLE:
Clean Equipment and Technology Investment Initiative

 

LOCATION:
ASSEMBLY

 

SUMMARY:
 

Declares the intent of the Legislature to enact the Clean Equipment and Technology Investment Initiative of 2007, for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2008 and before January 1, 2014, to exempt from the sales and use taxes the purchases of specified manufacturing equipment and to allow a deduction from, or a credit against, taxes for research and development expenses of new products for the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

 

 Position:
Support

AB 1636

AUTHOR:
Mendoza (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers' Compensation: Supplemental Job Benefits

 

COMMITTEE:
Assembly Insurance Committee

 

HEARING:
04/25/2007 9:00 am

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to workers' compensation supplemental job displacement benefits, the provision of a voucher for education related training to an injured employee later than 74 days after termination of temporary disability. Requires the employer, if the percentage of permanent disability cannot be determined, to provide a voucher based on the reasonable estimate of the percentage of permanent disability.

 

 

Commentary:
 

AB 1636, which would require employers to provide some injured workers with supplemental job displacement vouchers (SJDV) prior to verification that the injured worker is actually eligible for that benefit under the law.

SJDV benefits are awarded to injured workers who have permanent disability and cannot permanently return to employment with their at-injury employer. AB 1636 creates a situation where an employer would be required to provide a SJDV to an injured worker no later than 74 days after the termination of temporary disability based on a reasonable estimate of that injured worker's level of permanent disability. The bill would require that the benefit be provided before an employer knows if there will be either of the two qualifying events -- permanent disability and an ability to return to work.

The bill requires an employer to provide an increased benefit to an injured worker in the event that their "reasonable estimate" is low. However, the bill does not provide any remedy to an employer that provides a benefit for which the injured worker is not ultimately eligible. This means that an employer would be financially penalized for complying with the law and making a "reasonable estimate" of the injured worker's permanent disability.

 

Position:
Oppose, Watch

SB 423

AUTHOR:
Harman (R)

 

TITLE:
Exemplary Damages

 

LOCATION:
Senate Judiciary Committee

 

SUMMARY:
 

Amends existing law which authorizes a plaintiff to recover exemplary damages in an action for the breach of an obligation not arising from contract if it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. 

Limits the amount of exemplary damages that are available pursuant to the provision described above to 3 times the amount of compensatory damages.

 

 Position:
Support

SB 942

AUTHOR:
Migden (D)

 

TITLE:
Workers Compensation

 

COMMITTEE:
Senate Labor and Industrial Relations Committee

 

HEARING:
04/25/2007 9:30 am

 

SUMMARY:
 

Relates to workers' compensation. Provides that if after being disabled, an employee is willing and available to return to work, there is a rebuttable presumption that an employer has discriminated against the employee if the employer refuses to reinstate the employee within 5 working days after notification, requires additional physical duties not required before without accommodation or denies the right to predesignate or see a treating physician. Provides for a voucher in case of compensable disability.

 

 

Commentary:
 

The bill creates a presumption that an employer has discriminated against their employees if they do not return the employee to work with full pay and benefits within one day of the employee being released to full duty. Labor code section 132(a), while intended to protect employees, has historically placed the burden of proof on employees to prove that their employers have discriminated against them due to their claim. This bill would change that burden by requiring employers to prove that they did not discriminate against their employee as described above. SB 942 also creates a separate and a more austere punitive penalty structure for this specific violation.
The expansion of labor code section 132(a) is unnecessary. Labor code section 132(a) has traditionally been a general discrimination statute that is meant to generally prohibit employers from discriminating against employees who file or intend to file workers' compensation claims. The expansion is not in keeping with the traditional purpose of labor code section 132(a) and is duplicative in many ways with existing employee protections under California's Fair Employment and Housing Act (FEHA) and the federal American's with Disabilities Act (ADA).

 

Position:
Oppose, Watch

Failed Legislation

AB 510

AUTHOR:
Benoit (R)

 

TITLE:
Employment: Working Hours

 

COMMITTEE:
Assembly Labor and Employment Committee

 

HEARING:
04/18/2007 1:30 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40 hour workweek. 

Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation.

 

Position:
Support




	AB 613

	AUTHOR:
	Tran (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workplace Postings


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	04/18/2007 1:30 pm


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires that workplace postings and notices be written in plain language so that employers and employees can easily understand them. 

Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement to convene a working group to review and recommend revisions to all employment-related postings required in California workplaces.


	 

	Position:
	Support



	


By-Laws (revisions)

Article III  Sec. 7


SBACC will have two types of voting members.  These members will be derived from our member Chambers of Commerce and business members’ membership and must be a member in good standing in at least one of our Chambers of Commerce.

Article V  Sec 7


Business members of the SBACC are full voting members nominated annually through the nominating committee process.  Business members must be good standing members in at least one Chamber organization currently involved with the SBACC.  The number of Business Member Directors shall not exceed the number of current member Chambers.
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