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Senving 16 Chambers of Commerce and over 53,000 Businesses in Southem California




3400 Torrance Blvd, Suite 100 

Torrance, California 90503

www.SBACC.com
SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

AGENDA
January 5, 2010
1) Welcome









Marcella Low, Chair
2) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet





All
3) Approval of the December 2009 Minutes





All
4) 2010 Installation








Low
5) 2010 Strategic Initiatives







Shaun Lumachi

6) 2010 Policy Platform







Lumachi
7) Financial Report








Charles Gale

8) Legislators Reports







Harman, 












Schwarzenegger, 











Knabe, A.Lowenthal,











Oropeza, Wright,











Lieu,
Furutani, B.Lowenthal, Bradford
9) Announcements 








All
10) Adjourn
Next SBACC Board Meeting will be Tuesday, February 2, 2010 at the

Torrance Chamber of Commerce 3400 Torrance Blvd, Suite 100 Torrance, California 90503
Agenda Item 3
SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

January 5, 2010
SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

MINUTES

December 1, 2009

www.SBACC.com
PRESENT: G. Kivett, M. Low, C. James, T. Green, M. Lyon, C. Davis, K. Finer, H. Duncan, P. Donaldson, B. Williams, B. Mason, S. Kramer, j. Parsons, J. Brunkhardt,  M. Smeltzer, A. Garten, S. Gobble, D. Castner, L. Baglietto, J. Kirk, S. Napolitano, M. Morales, S. Lumachi, C. Gale, A. English, T. Acosta, C. Taylor, J. Janes, (person unknown due to indecipherable signature), N. Manfredi.

CALL TO ORDER:  The Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marcella Low at 8:07 A.M.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:  The Chairperson invited all present to introduce themselves.

MINUTES FROM MEETING OF NOVEMBER 3, 2009. J. Parsons moved approval of the minutes.  The motion was seconded by M. Morales and passed unanimously.

SUPPORT LETTER FOR THE WATER PACKAGE:  The letters that SBACC sent in support of the state water reform package was included with today’s agenda. Subsequently, the package of water reforms was passed by the legislature and signed by the governor.  Since water reform was one of SBACC’s strategic initiatives for the past year the passage of these bills represents a milestone for the organization.  A bond measure to pays for all the reforms will be on the ballot in 2010.

PRESENTATION: Mr. Ted Green, Californians Against Higher Taxes. This organization is a coalition led by the California Chamber of Commerce.  Some other chambers have also joined the coalition as members.  As part of the 2009-10 budget deal some taxes increased in the spring of 2009.  Because of California’s continued deficit, Mr. Green stated that the legislature has begun to consider additional tax ideas suggested by the Commission on a 21st Century Economy.  These taxes target various segments of the business community.  Some of the ideas which might be considered by the legislature this year are:


-Tax on net receipts (This would include a tax on services)


-Split roll property tax


-Tax on oil produced in California

Q: Is a part time legislature part of the solution?

A: Californians Against Higher Taxes has n position on a part-time legislature.  It is simply against more taxes.

Q: Are targeted taxes easier to pass?

A: Yes because they are not directly on the consumer.

Q: What is your strategy or alternative suggestion?

A: No strategy other than we are simply opposed to higher taxes.

M. Lyon moved to support Californians Against Higher Taxes.  The motion was seconded by L Baglietto and passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION: “Public Safety and Transportation Protection Act”; Ms. Teresa Acosta, California League of Cities.  The League of California Cities will be collecting signatures to put the aforementioned initiative on an upcoming ballot. This initiative is the result of a governance reform summit with municipal leaders where they stated that the biggest problem that they have is state raids on local funds (e.g. property and transit taxes).  This initiative would prohibit the state from taking local funds for any reason, thus closing existing loopholes.  Existing as well as future local taxes would be covered.  If any Chamber wishes to collect signatures to qualify this for the ballot the forms can be found on line.  When asked, Ms. Acosta said that the League has a very diverse membership and has no position on the measure being proposed by Californians Against Higher Taxes. M. Low moved SBACC support the Public Safety and Transportation Act Initiative and help secure its qualification for the ballot.  The motion was seconded by J. Parsons and passed unanimously.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT: George Kivett, reviewed the Nominating Committee’s recommendations: Chair, George Kivett; Chair Elect, Creasie James; Treasurer, Charles Gale; Secretary, Pat Donaldson.  In addition three Past Chairs have agreed to serve as Directors of the Association.  They are Scott Gobble, John Kirk and John Parsons.  Ann Garten and an individual to be named later were nominated to two year terms.  In addition, Jill Brunkhardt and Sherry Kramer were nominated to one year terms.  G. Kivett moved approval of the Nominating Committee’s recommendations.  The motion was seconded by J. Parsons and passed unanimously.  In response to an inquiry  G. Kivett responded that SBACC sponsorship levels are $1,000, $2,500,  or $5,000.

CHAIR- ELECT REPORT:  Chair -Elect George Kivett reported that the Installation is tentatively scheduled for Friday, January 15, 2010 at the Torrance DoubleTree, pending the availability of the invited keynote speaker. C. James and M. Low volunteered to assist with the arrangements for the Installation.

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES: Following discussion M. Morales moved approval of the Strategic Initiatives as revised.  The motion was seconded by C. Taylor and passed unanimously.

POLICY PLATFORM: Following discussion J. Parsons moved approval of the Policy Platform as revised.  The motion was seconded by L. Baglietto and passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer C. Gale reported that invoices will be sent out in the next couple of weeks.  Sponsorships are being sought.

LEGISLATORS’ REPORTS: J. Janes reported for Assemblyman Warren Furutani.  The Assemblyman is seeking ideas for legislation that would benefit small businesses or ways in which current  laws could be made more user friendly. Since there are deadlines for introducing legislation suggestions should be received this month.

A. English reported on legislation sponsored by Senator Curren Price.

D. Castner reported for the U.S Chamber of Commerce.  The U.S. Senate will begin discussion on Health Care Reform this week.  Also the U.S. Chamber urges letters that support a new 6-year Transportation bill rather than an extension of the existing bill.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

M. Smeltzer  invited everyone to ice-skating at the beach on 12/16/09 at 5:30. Online reservations are available.

P. Donaldson reported that there will be a holiday Mixer which includes a toy collection.

C. Taylor reported that Lomita will hold a “Toy Mixer” on 12/9/09 at the Lomita Kiwanis Hall.

K. Finer invited all to attend the Palos Verdes Chamber regional Mixer to be held on 12/3/09 at  5:30 P.M. at Torrance Memorial Hospital under a tent.

M. Morales announced that Redondo Beach will host a tree-lighting village stroll on 12/3/09.  The Boat Parade will be held on 12/12/09.

ADJOURN:  The Meeting was adjourned at 10:04  A.M.
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Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action

The 2010 Strategic Initiatives was unanimously approved as amended at the December 2009 SBACC Board meeting. The following outlines the amendments, as approved.
Proposed 2010 Strategic Initiatives

1. Economic Recovery

The SBACC will support opportunities for “green” economic development proposals that aim to create much needed jobs throughout the South Bay.  We will support increased resources for tourism, business retention and business attraction so that the South Bay remains an attractive place to do business. We will increase our efforts to secure a robust manufacturing presence while attempting to support attempts to encourage increased trade and foreign investments throughout the South Bay. 
2. Infrastructure: Water and Utilities

The SBACC will continue to monitor the implementation of the recent water and delta legislation passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor. We will review all proposed bond measures and improvements to the delta and delivery system of our water. We will support enhances  enhancements by local utilities (public and private) that help to increase efficiency of energy use and also enhance our energy delivery infrastructure without threatening the economic vitality of the South Bay.  We will oppose onerous legislative and regulatory proposals that might have a negative impact on the end user.
3. State and Local Government Reform 

The SBACC will monitor and support attempts to reform the current California state government to help facilitate a policy climate that encourages job-creation and retention. This will include but not be limited to, a State Constitutional Convention, Legislature maintaining the two-thirds legislative vote requirement for the passage of the State Budget and tax increases, giving consideration to the idea of a part-time legislature, and the implementation of the Citizens Redistricting Commission. 

4. Transit, Transportation and Goods Movement

The SBACC will continue to support policies that attract investment to improve the transportation infrastructure and movement of goods throughout our region. We will encourage ways to enhance the public transit system by supporting economical and environmental improvements that will benefit our entire region and cooperation among the many jurisdictions and environmental agencies involved in transportation and goods movement.
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Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action:

The 2010 Policy Platform was unanimously approved as amended at the December 2009 SBACC Board meeting. The following outlines the amendments, as approved.

Draft 2010 Policy Platform
The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce supports public policy at the regional, state and federal levels of government that:

Taxation and Government Finance
1. Ensures that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put South Bay businesses at a competitive disadvantage.
2. Encourages a tax and fee system that is market competitive.
3. Requires the government to be accountable for its actions and for the programs it operates.
4. Requires government and its actions to be measured periodically to ensure maximum efficiency and return on investment with public funds.
5. Encourage the state legislature and the Governor to work together each year to ensure that the state budget is developed and passed in a timely manner. Without sacrificing the two-thirds requirement to pass the State Budget.
6. Secure our fair share in Maximize funding distribution for area projects from statewide and federal bond funds.
7. Encourage Seek opportunities for appropriate funding for homeland security, public safety and emergency preparedness demands on the region.
Business Attraction and Retention
1. Support job creation, workforce development opportunities, and an educational system that prepares the South Bay workforce for jobs and careers targeting specific industries such as aerospace, trades, sciences, engineering, environmental, and healthcare including the bio-medical field. 
2. Forge partnerships with our local legislators so that they can utilize the SBACC and the private sector as a resource to create pro-jobs legislation. The SBACC is committed to holding local representatives accountable to the business community by tracking their votes. These votes impact not only their constituents, but also the vitality of the economic environment. 
3. Promotes economic development opportunities including the utilization of tax incentives such as an enterprise zone in the South Bay for business retention, attraction, and expansion.
4. Promotes a quality of life that supports the South Bay region as an affordable place to live, work, and do business.
5. Encourages the protection of private property rights.
6. Ensures that government focuses on the functions meant for only government to do; and view the private sector as a resource.
7. Promotes a legal system that minimizes frivolous lawsuits to ensure fairness to all.
8. Encourages local governments and legislators to cooperate to streamline and reduce unnecessary regulations that will inhibit the job growth in our region and for local governments to work proactively to recruit and retain businesses in the South Bay region.
9. Recognizes the positive economic impact of the Los Angeles Air Force Base on the South Bay region and supports the retention of the Los Angeles Air Force Base. in an effort to protect the Base as the Department of Defense begins another round of Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC).
Infrastructure and Environmental Improvements
1. Encourages an adequate, reliable, and cost-effective utility infrastructure system (including gas, electric, water, telecom) be promoted, developed, and maintained to meet the needs of our community.
2. Supports a regional solution to meet air passenger and cargo needs including a reconfiguration of the Los Angeles International Airport not to exceed 78 million passengers annually; and, only when concerns of airport security, air and ground traffic, infrastructure, air quality, sufficient and convenient passenger access, and ground transportation are adequately addressed. 
3. Ensure responsible health care infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.
4. Encourage “green” ports, the continued implementation of the Clean Air Action Plan, and truck pollution is mitigated while considering impacts due to future port expansion to meet the demands of increased cargo and international trade. 
5. Support efforts to repair our aging transportation infrastructure for future development growth and engage MTA in long term regional transportation planning as it relates to issues such as traffic flow, parking, and improving traffic corridors.
6. Supports the development and retention of workforce housing in the South Bay region given the expensive housing prices in Southern California. iIn addition, adequate supply of smart development growth is needed to retain businesses and ensure job opportunities in the region. 
7. Ensure Encourage government, business, organizations, and residents work collaboratively to reduce carbon emissions and conserve energy and natural resources.
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