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Senving 16 Chambers of Commerce and over 53,000 Businesses in Southem California




3400 Torrance Blvd, Suite 100 

Torrance, California 90503

www.SBACC.com
SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

AGENDA
December 1, 2009
1) Welcome









Marcella Low, Chair
2) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet





All
3) Approval of the November 2009 Minutes





All
4) Chair Report








Low
California Statewide Delta Legislative Package Letter
5) Californians Against Higher Taxes





Shaun Lumachi

Ted Green will give a brief presentation on the coalition
6) Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation Protection Act

Lumachi
Teresa Acosta will give a brief overview of the ballot measure
7) 2010 Strategic Initiatives







Lumachi

8) 2010 Policy Platform







Lumachi
9) Financial Report








Charles Gale

10) Legislators Reports







Harman, 












Schwarzenegger, 











Knabe,  Lowenthal, 











Oropeza, Price, Lieu, 











Furutani
11) Announcements 








All
12) Adjourn
Next SBACC Board Meeting will be Tuesday, January, 5 2010 at the

Torrance Chamber of Commerce 3400 Torrance Blvd, Suite 100 Torrance, California 90503
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MINUTES

November 3, 2009

www.SBACC.com
PRESENT: Marcella Low, Tom Dahlgren, Scott Gobble, Dyan Davis, Wanza Tolliver, Sherry Kramer, Marilyn Lyon, Kay Finer, David Curry, Helen Duncan , George Kivett, Marna Smeltzer, John Parsons, Michael Morales, David LaSalle, Patricia Donaldson, Mark Waronek,  Elise Swanson, Alexander Kim, Henry Leyva, Larry Clark, Joe Ahn, Sharon Weissman, Charles Gale, Connie Waters, Joy Janes, Lou Baglietto, Elise Swanson, Creasie James, Nancy Manfredi.
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Chair Marcella Low at 8:20 A.M at Terranea Resort.  She requested that all present introduce themselves. She thanked Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber for hosting the refreshments and arranging for the meeting to take place at Terranea.

REPORT FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Chair Elect, George Kivett reported for the Nominating Committee. The proposed slate of officers for 2010 is: Chair, George Kivett; Chair Elect, Creasie James; Treasurer, Charles Gale; Secretary, Patricia Donaldson; Immediate Past-Chair. Marcella Low. Helen Duncan moved approval of the Nominating Committee Report.  The motion was seconded by Kay Finer and passed unanimously.
MINUTES:  Tom Dahlgren moved approval of the Minutes of October 6, 2009.  The motion was seconded by Lou Baglietto and passed unanimously.

CHAIR REPORT: Investment Applications: SBACC will be sending out investment applications for 2010.  The application will be available for review at the next meeting. It was suggested that members consider key business sectors in the region and recommend business investment sponsors that would represent those sectors.  

2010 STRATEGIC INITIATIVES:  Shaun Lumachi reviewed the four 2009 Strategic Initiatives which are (1) Water Supply and Infrastructure, (2) Regional Business Retention and Attraction, (3) State and Local Budget Reform and (4) Regional Transportation and Transit Challenges.

He reviewed SBACC’s Mission and Vision as well as the process that will be used to develop Strategic Initiatives for 2010.

Following “round robin suggestions’ and discussions the following priorities were agreed to by the group: Economic Development; Governance Reform; Transportation and Infrastructure; Water.
ADJOURNMENT:  The Meeting was adjourned at 9:40 A.M.
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California Statewide Delta Legislative Package Letter

The following letter was sent on behalf of the SBACC calling on the Governor and leaders in the Legislature to pass a comprehensive delta and water legislative bill package. 
November 2, 2009

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor, State of California

State of California

State Capitol, First Floor

Sacramento, CA  95814

Via Fax: 916-558-3160

The Honorable Darrell Steinberg

Senate President Pro Tempore

California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 205

Sacramento, CA  95814

Via Fax: 916-323-2263

The Honorable Karen Bass

Speaker of the State Assembly

State Capitol, Room 219

Sacramento, CA  95814

Via Fax: 916-319-2147

The Honorable Dennis Hollingsworth

Senate Republican Leader

California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 305

Sacramento, CA  95814

Via Fax: 916-447-9008

The Honorable Sam Blakeslee

Assembly Republican Leader

California State Assembly

State Capitol, Room 3104

Sacramento, CA  95814

Via Fax: 916-319-2133

Subject:
Delta Legislative Package – SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger, Senator Steinberg, Senator Hollingsworth, Assembly Speaker Bass and Assembly Member Blakeslee:

The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce (SBACC) supports the comprehensive legislative package before you which holds the promise of a restored Delta ecosystem and a reliable water supply for 25 million Californians, a multi-billion dollar economy and millions of acres of farmland.  Maintaining the status quo is unsustainable and unacceptable, given the severe water crisis we currently face statewide.

Despite extensive investments in alternative water supplies, storage and conservation, the combination of drought and regulatory restrictions have nearly depleted Southern California’s water reserves.  Without a comprehensive habitat plan for the Delta, statewide water management reforms and financing, we risk losing more than water resources -- our economic foundation at risk.

The Delta Legislative package offers three critical elements lacking in past Delta efforts:  a Delta Plan, built upon the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP), that outlines a path to achieve the co-equal goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration; a Governance Structure, in the form of the Delta Stewardship Council, to ensure the plan is implemented and to provide accountability; and a Delta Conservancy that can manage the complex and comprehensive habitat restoration projects needed for species recovery.  In addition, the legislation provides valuable tools to improve water use efficiency, groundwater reporting and water rights enforcement essential to managing our limited water supplies.  

California’s water crisis threatens our jobs, our agriculture, our fisheries and our way of life.  The solutions outlined in this legislative package are a critical step, but only the first step, in a long-term recovery effort.  Delay is no longer an option. We are at a historic crossroads, with a clear path to achieve comprehensive reform.  Your leadership has brought us to this critical juncture. We urge you to take action today and vote “yes” on this legislation for water, for people, for fish, for California.

Sincerely,
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Marcella Low

Chair

CC:

State Senator Alan Lowenthal

916-327-9113

State Senator Jenny Oropeza

916-323-6056

Assembly Member Ted Lieu

916-319-2153

Assembly Member Warren T. Furutani
916-319-2155

Assembly Member Bonnie Lowenthal
916-319-2154

Assembly Member Steven C. Bradford
916-319-2151

California Chamber of Commerce
916-325-1272
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Californians Against Higher Taxes
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Ted Green
Californians Against Higher Taxes

Recommended Position


Support 

Summary

1. Californians Against Higher Taxes is a statewide coalition designed to unite California taxpayers, businesses and organizations against any legislative proposal that raises taxes unconstitutionally.

2. The coalition will opposed any attempt to eliminate the required two-thirds vote when passing the state the budget.

Background

3. The coalition was formed in late 2008 to give tax payers and businesses a voice in Sacramento during the budget negotiations.

4. The coalition also calls on legislators to draft solutions to the state budget crisis that protects essential services without disproportionately hurting jobs and the economy.

5. The underlining belief of fixing the budget crisis or balancing any budget is to focus on California’s economy and promoting economic growth and job creation, not raising taxes.

6. More infrastructure projects and fewer hurdles for companies that want to locate or expand in California are other avenues to promote economic growth in California. 

Arguments in Support

7. The Coalition believes that by raising taxes to fund out-of-control spending by the state legislature will ultimately hurt consumers and families - and lead to more jobs being cut. 

8. Furthermore, given California’s economic circumstances, special interests continue to propose new taxes that will cost Californians billions of dollars and according to the Coalition one government employee union is proposing 31 new taxes on consumers and businesses to raise$40 billion in revenue. 

9. These same special interests groups, along with some state legislators are considering to make it easier to pass more tax increases by lowering the Legislature’s 2/3 supermajority vote requirement stating that it will end budget stalemates.

Arguments in Opposition


None at this time

Supporting

California Chamber of Commerce

California Taxpayers’ Association

California Association of Independent Business

California Restaurant Association

California Retailers Association

California Small Business Alliance

National Federation of Independent Business – California

Neighborhood Market Association

Small Business Action Committee

Alliance of Contra Costa Taxpayers

American Council of Engineering Companies – California

American Insurance Association

Apple Valley Chamber of Commerce

Associated General Contractors of California

Atascadero Chamber of Commerce

Bell Gardens Chamber of Commerce

Benicia Fabrication and Machine

Bishop-Wisecarver

Brawley Chamber of Commerce

Butte County Farm Bureau

California Apartment Association

California Autobody Association

California Automotive Wholesalers Association

California Business Properties Association

California Business Roundtable

California Citrus Mutual

California Cleaners Association *

California Distributors Association

California Farm Bureau Federation

California Forestry Association

California Grape and Tree Fruit League

California Grocers Association

California Hotel and Lodging Association

California Independent Grocers Association

California Independent Petroleum Association

California Landscape Contractors Association

California League of Food Processors

California Manufacturers and Technology Association

California Metals Coalition

California Service Station and Automotive Repair Association

California Taxpayer Protection Committee

California Trucking Association

California Women for Agriculture

Calimesa – Yucaipa Travel Agency

Carmel Valley Chamber of Commerce

Carson Black Chamber of Commerce

Cedars-Sinai Health Systems

Chemical Industry Council of California

Chino Valley Chamber of Commerce

Clovis Chamber of Commerce

Coalition of Labor, Agriculture & Business of Santa Barbara County

Commerce Industrial Council Chamber of Commerce

Contra Costa Taxpayers Association

Corona Chamber of Commerce

Cutting Tool Technologies

Edgen Murray

Eichleay Engineers

El Centro Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau

El Dorado County Joint Chambers of Commerce

El Monte/South El Monte Chamber of Commerce

Escondido Chamber of Commerce

Farwest Corrosion Control

Filliponi & Thompson Drilling

49er Communications

Fremont Chamber of Commerce

Fresno County Farm Bureau

Garden Grove Chamber of Commerce

Gekko Engineering

GEO Drilling Fluids

Glaser & Associates

Gold Coast Hispanic Business Council

Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce

Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce

Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce *

Hampton Tedder Electric

Hanford Chamber of Commerce

Harbor City/Harbor Gateway Chamber of Commerce *

R. G. Heck & Associates

Humboldt Taxpayers’ League

Imperial County Farm Bureau

Independent Oil Producers’ Agency

Industrial Environmental Association

Inland Empire Chamber Legislative Alliance

Inland Empire Economic Partnership

Inland Empire Taxpayers Association

Insul-Therm International

Irvine Chamber of Commerce

Irwin Industries

Irwindale Chamber of Commerce

Joy Equipment Protection

Kern County Farm Bureau

Kern County Taxpayers Association

La Verne Chamber of Commerce

Lake Elsinore Valley Chamber of Commerce

Lancaster and Rosamond Chambers of Commerce

LAX Coastal Area Chamber of Commerce

League of Placer County Taxpayers

Lincoln Club of Orange County

Livermore Chamber of Commerce *

Lodi Chamber of Commerce

Lomita Chamber of Commerce *

Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce *

L.V. Tours & Travel

Mathnasium of Folsom

MEHS Consulting

Menifee Valley Chamber of Commerce

Merced County Farm Bureau

Milpitas Chamber of Commerce

Montclair Chamber of Commerce

Montebello Chamber of Commerce

Monterey County Farm Bureau

Monterey County Hospitality Association

Moreno Valley Chamber of Commerce

Murrieta Chamber of Commerce

National Tax Limitation Committee

Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce

Norwalk Chamber of Commerce

Orange County Taxpayers Association

Orinda Taxpayers Association

Oxnard Chamber of Commerce

Pacific Merchant Shipping Association

Palm Desert Chamber of Commerce

People’s Advocate

PetroChem Insulation

Petromax Technologies

Porterville Chamber of Commerce

Poway Chamber of Commerce

Printing Industries of California

Processes Unlimited International

Rancho Cordova Chamber of Commerce

Regional Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (Long Beach) *

Reed Electric

Reese-Chambers Systems Consultants

Regional Chamber Alliance (Southeast Los Angeles County)

Regional Legislative Alliance of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties

Restore St. Mary’s

Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce

Roberts Companies

Salinas Valley Chamber of Commerce

San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce

San Diego Tax Fighters

San Francisco Chamber of Commerce

San Jacinto Chamber of Commerce

San Luis Obispo County Farm Bureau

Santa Barbara County Farm Bureau *

Santa Barbara County Taxpayers Association

Santa Clara Chamber of Commerce

Santa Clarita Valley Chamber of Commerce

Shafter Chamber of Commerce

Silicon Valley Taxpayers’ Association

Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce

Sir Speedy Printing (Clovis)

Smith Business Interiors

South Gate Chamber of Commerce

Southwest California Legislative Council

Stockton Color Center

Sunridge Nurseries

Sutter Health

Taft District Chamber of Commerce

TechAmerica

Temecula Valley Chamber of Commerce

Thousand Oaks – Westlake Village Regional Chamber of Commerce *

ThyssenKrupp Safway

Tulare Chamber of Commerce

United Californians for Tax Reform

The Valley Economic Alliance

Valley Taxpayer’s Coalition

Victorville Chamber of Commerce

Waste by Rail

Waste Watchers

Weatherford International

Weatherford US

Western Electrical Contractors Association

Western Manufactured Housing Communities Association

Western States Petroleum Association

Westminster Chamber of Commerce

Wildomar Chamber of Commerce

Wilmington Chamber of Commerce

Wine Institute

Yucaipa Valley Chamber of Commerce *

(* = new to the list as of 11/20/09)

Opposing 


No official opposing organizations at this time.
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Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation Protection Act

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Teresa Acosta

League of California Cities

Recommended Position


Review the proposed ballot measure: Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation 
Protection Act 
and reserve the right to take a position once the official measure is approved for the State ballot.

Summary

1. The State Legislature passed a budget earlier this year that borrows approximately $5 billion in city, county, transit, redevelopment and special district funds from this year’s budget.

2. The Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation Protection Act proposes to prohibit the State from taking and borrowing these funds.

Background 
3. Some of the taking and borrowing have a potential negative impact on certain local services such as: 

A. Police, fire and emergency 911 services have been cut. 
B. Healthcare services for children, seniors and the disabled are being slashed.  
C. Road repair and maintenance, congestion relief and safety improvements are constantly at risk.
D. Public transit like buses, commuter rail and shuttles are being slashed and fares are being raised.
E. Parks and libraries are closing, and other local government services critical to protect our neighborhoods and improve our quality of life are shutting down.
F. Vital community economic development and job creation projects are being shut down.
4. The proposed ballot measure contends that the taking and borrowing of local funds are fiscally irresponsible and the practice of borrowing local taxpayer and transportation funds makes the state budget problems worse down the line due to the requirement of local government and transportation funds have to be repaid, with interest. 

5. Additionally, many of the takings and borrowings are ultimately rejected by the courts, creating even larger state budget deficits down the line.

6. The Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation Protection Act, a ballot measure scheduled for the November 2010 statewide ballot, would do the following:

A. Prohibit the State from taking, borrowing or redirecting local taxpayer funds dedicated to public safety, emergency response and other vital local government services.  

· The ballot measure would close loopholes to prevent the taking of local taxpayer funds currently dedicated to cities, counties, special districts and redevelopment agencies. 

· It would also revoke the State’s authority to borrow local government property tax funds.

B. Protect vital, dedicated transportation and public transit funds from state raids. 

· The ballot measure would prevent State borrowing, taking or redirecting of the state sales tax on gasoline (Prop 42 funds) and Highway User Tax on gasoline (HUTA) funds that are dedicated to transportation maintenance and improvements. 

· It would also prevent the State from redirecting or taking public transit funds. 
C. Protect local taxpayers by keeping more of our local tax dollars local where there’s more accountability to voters, and by ensuring once and for all that our gas taxes go to fund road improvements.  

· The ballot measure also reduces pressure for local tax and fee increases that become necessary when the State redirects local funds.   


· Reform state government and enhance fiscal accountability. 

· This ballot measure is a key step in reforming California’s broken budget system by restoring more local control and accountability. 

· It also stops the irresponsible practice of the State borrowing special funds that have to be repaid with interest, which only puts our State further in debt. 
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2010 Strategic Initiatives

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action


Review the Staff recommended 2010 Strategic Initiatives based on the discussion and outcome from 
the November 2009 planning session meeting. 
Proposed 2010 Strategic Initiatives

1. Economic Recovery

The SBACC will support opportunities for “green” economic development proposals that aim to create much needed jobs throughout the South Bay.  We will support increased resources for tourism, business retention and business attraction so that the South Bay remains an attractive place to do business. We will increase our efforts to secure a robust manufacturing presence while attempting to support attempts to encourage increased trade and foreign investments throughout the South Bay. 
2. Infrastructure: Water and Utilities
The SBACC will continue to monitor the implementation of the recent water and delta legislation passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor. We will review all proposed bond measures and improvements to the delta and delivery system of our water. We will support enhances by local utilities (public and private) that help to increase efficiency of energy use and also enhance our energy delivery infrastructure without threatening the economic vitality of the South Bay.  
3. State Government Reform 

The SBACC will monitor and support attempts to reform the current California state government to help facilitate a policy climate that encourages job-creation and retention. This will include but not be limited to, a State Constitutional Convention, Legislature vote requirement for the passage of the State Budget, and the implementation of the Citizens Redistricting Commission. 

4. Transit, Transportation and Goods Movement
The SBACC will continue to support policies that attract investment to improve the transportation infrastructure and movement of goods throughout our region. We will encourage ways to enhance the public transit system by supporting economical improvements that will benefit our entire region and cooperation among the many jurisdictions and agencies involved in transportation and goods movement.
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2010 Policy Platform

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action:


Staff will lead a discussion on the current policy platform and the SBACC will determine any 
changes for 2010.
Review of the 2009 Policy Platform
The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce supports public policy at the regional, state and federal levels of government that:

1. Ensures that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put South Bay businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

2. Encourages a tax and fee system that is market competitive.

3. Encourages the protection of private property rights.

4. Ensures that government focuses on the functions meant for only government to do; and view the private sector as a resource.

5. Requires the government to be accountable for its actions and for the programs it operates.

6. Requires government and its actions to be measured periodically to ensure maximum efficiency and return on investment with public funds.

7. Promotes a legal system that minimizes frivolous lawsuits to ensure fairness to all.

8. Support job creation, workforce development opportunities, and an educational system that prepares the South Bay workforce for jobs and careers targeting specific industries such as aerospace, trades, sciences, engineering, environmental, and healthcare including the bio-medical field. 

9. Promotes a quality of life that supports the South Bay region as an affordable place to live, work, and do business.

10. Promotes economic development opportunities in the South Bay for business retention, attraction, and expansion.

11. Encourages an adequate, reliable, and cost-effective utility infrastructure system (including gas, electric, water, telecom) be promoted, developed, and maintained to meet the needs of our community.

12. Supports a regional solution to meet air passenger and cargo needs including a reconfiguration of the Los Angeles International Airport not to exceed 78 million passengers annually; and, only when concerns of airport security, air and ground traffic, infrastructure, air quality, sufficient and convenient passenger access, and ground transportation are adequately addressed. 

13. Recognizes the positive economic impact of the Los Angeles Air Force Base on the South Bay region and supports the retention of the Los Angeles Air Force Base in an effort to protect the Base as the Department of Defense begins another round of Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC).

14. Supports the development and retention of workforce housing in the South Bay region given the expensive housing prices in Southern California in addition adequate supply of smart development growth is needed to retain businesses and ensure job opportunities in the region. 

15. Forge partnerships with our local legislators so that they can utilize the SBACC and the private sector as a resource to create pro-jobs legislation. The SBACC is committed to holding local representatives accountable to the business community by tracking their votes. These votes impact not only their constituents, but also the vitality of the economic environment. 

16. Encourages local governments and legislators to cooperate to streamline and reduce unnecessary regulations that will inhibit the job growth in our region and for local governments to work proactively to recruit and retain businesses in the South Bay region.

17. Ensure responsible health care infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

18. Encourage the state legislature and the Governor to work together each year to ensure that the state budget is developed and passed in a timely manner.

19. Encourage “green” ports, the continued implementation of the Clean Air Action Plan, and truck pollution is mitigated while considering impacts due to future port expansion to meet the demands of increased cargo and international trade. 

20. Ensure government, business, organizations, and residents work collaboratively to reduce carbon emissions and conserve energy and natural resources.

21. Support efforts to repair our aging transportation infrastructure for future development growth and engage MTA in long term regional transportation planning as it relates to issues such as traffic flow, parking, and improving traffic corridors.

22. Secure our fair share in funding distribution for area projects from statewide and federal bond funds.

23. Encourage appropriate funding for homeland security, public safety and emergency preparedness demands on the region.

