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1) Welcome








Helen Duncan, Chair 

2) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet




All
3) Approval of Minutes






All
4) Legislative Report









a. 2009 Strategic Initiatives Policy Platform



Shaun Lumachi


b. 2009 Policy Platform





Shaun Lumachi

c. San Pedro Waterfront Draft EIR/EIS



Arley Baker
5) Financial Report







George Kivett
6) 2009 Installation







Marcella Low
7)  Brief Partner Reports:

a) LAAFB Alliance Report





John Parsons 

b) SBCCOG







Jacki Bacharach

c) California Chamber






Marlene Carney

d) US Chamber







Dick Castner

e) Legislators Reports





Harman, Schwarzenegger, 








Oropeza, Price, Lieu, Knabe,









Karnette 

8) Upcoming Events / Announcements





All
Refreshments – Thank you to 
Next Meeting January 6, 2009 at the Torrance Chamber of Commerce
AGENDA ITEM 2

SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

December 2, 2008

November 2008 Minutes
Presentation

Charles Gale, Jr.

2008 SBACC Secretary

Recommended Action


To review and approve the November 2008 SBACC meeting minutes

Minutes

ATTENDANCE: (Note: Since the sign-in sheet was misplaced and this attendance list is not completely accurate)  

	Name
	Chamber/Company

	Jim, Adams
	Lomita Chamber

	Lou, Baglietto
	Harbor City/Harbor Gateway Chamber

	Carleen, Beste 
	Northrop Grumman

	Larry, Clark
	Los Angeles AFB

	Thomas, Dahlgren
	Wilmington Chamber of Commerce

	Dyan, Davis
	Lawndale Chamber of Commerce

	Louis, Domingues
	San Pedro Chamber of Commerce

	Pat, Donaldson
	Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce

	Helen, Duncan
	Manhattan Beach Chamber

	Finer, Kay
	Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce

	Sherry, Kramer
	MB/PVPCC and Continental Development Corp.

	Charles, Gale
	Redondo Beach/MWD of Southern California

	Barbara, Glennie
	Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce

	Scott, Gobble 
	Southern California Edison (Past SBACC Chair)

	Jeremy, Harris
	Chamber Advocacy 

	Dan, Hoffman
	Wilmington Chamber of Commerce

	George, Kivett
	Lomita Chamber

	Shaun, Lumachi
	Chamber Advocacy

	Marilyn, Lyon
	Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber of Commerce

	Nancy, Manfredi
	Carson Chamber of Commerce

	John, Parsons
	Horrell Realtors (Past SBACC Chair)

	Marna Smeltzer
	Redonod Beach Chamber of Commerce

	Col. David, Sutton
	LA Air Force Base

	Chuck, Taylor
	Lomita Chamber of Commerce

	Mark, Waronek
	Waronek & Associates (Past SBACC Chair)


WELCOME AND Self-Introductions: 

Chair Helen Duncan called the meeting to order at 8:07 A.M.  Chair Duncan invited those present to introduce themselves.  An attendance sheet was circulated and those present were asked to sign in.   

APPROVAL OF THE SBACC MEETING MINUTES:  

Chuck Taylor moved that we approval of the minutes for the meeting of October 7, 2008.   The motion was seconded Lou Baglietto and passed.  Dan Hoffman abstained from voting on the motion.

Air Force Week MiXER:

Chair Duncan and John Parson discussed the latest details related to the SBACC Regional Mixer scheduled for November 18 the Redondo Beach Performing Arts Center.  Chair Duncan encouraged all SBACC Chambers and their general membership to attend.  John Parson noted that C. Robert Kehler, General with the United State Air Force would be attending the event.  Chair Duncan and Mayor Mike Gin of Redondo Beach would be the MC’s for the event.  All Chambers’ were asked to bring one raffle gift to the mixer by Chair Duncan.

SBACC Installation for 2009:

Chair Duncan briefed the Board on the activities related to the upcoming 2009 SBACC Installation.  Chair Duncan mentioned that a committee had been formed and the date of the event would be January 9, 2009.  The Installation will be held at the Torrance Cultural Center in the Toyota Room.  Chair Duncan asked for volunteers to assist with the installation.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  George Kivett, Treasure of the SBACC updated the Board on the latest financial information.  Currently, the SBAC has $43,800 in the bank.  Mr. Kivett updated the Board that all the SBACC memberships for 2008 – 15 Chambers had paid for the year.  A new and improved sponsorship letters was in the process of being drafted and circulated for comments among the SBACC leadership.

2008 DRAFT VOTE RECORD:

Shaun Lumachi reviewed and discussed the SBACC’s 2008 Vote Record for the elected official in the South Bay.  Currently, the Vote Record is out with the elected official’s office for their review and accuracy of their bosses’ votes.  Shaun hoped to have the final Vote Record done by November 10. 

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES: What’s Working , What’s Not?

Chair Duncan reviewed her top three strengths and weakness of the SBACC in 2008.  She note that the strengths were:  1) the large number of Chambers that were participate at the monthly Board Meeting; 2) the increase number of advocacy letter generated on issues by SBACC members; and 3) the continued funding of an advocacy position to assist the Board.

Chair Duncan noted that the weaknesses were:  1) still needed to get 100% participation of SBACC members – like Long Beach Chamber: 2) more advocacy letters from SBACC Chamber members on issues; 3) need for more regional speakers to address SBACC new and developing issues.

2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Chair Duncan presented the 2009 slate of SBACC officers to the Board.  

· Chair of the Board Directors – Marcella Low, Sempra Energy - the Gas Company

· Vice Chair of the Board of Directors – George Kivett, Kivett Realty

· Treasure to the Board of Directors – Charles Gale, Metropolitan Water District

· Secretary to the Board of Directors – Creasie, Adams, AT&T

· Immediate Past Chair – Helen Duncan, Manhattan Beach Chamber of Commerce 

2009 POLICY PLATFORM:

Shaun Lumachi led the Board in a discussion and review of the 2009 Policy Platform.  The result of the discussion and edits of the policy platform will be presented at the December Board meeting.

2009 STRATEGIC INITIATIVES:

Shaun Lumachi led the Board in a discussion and review of the 2009 Strategic Initiatives.  The result of the discussion and final review of the strategic initiatives will be presented at the December Board meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· Redondo Beach Chamber of Commerce – John Parson noted that starting November 18 – Seaside Ice would be open at the Seaside Lagoon in Redondo Beach.  

· PV Chamber – Kay Finer noted the PV Chamber would be hosting the Holiday Mixer on December 17 form 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  She noted that a flyer was being developed and would be sent to all Board members of the SBACC.  Lastly, she requested that all Chambers contribute one raffle item for the event.

NEXT MEETING: December 2, 2008 at the Torrance Chamber Office.  

ADJOURNMENT:   Chair Duncan moved that we adjourn the meeting at 9:38 a.m.  

AGENDA ITEM 4a
SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

December 2, 2008

Legislative Report: Strategic Initiatives

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action:


To review and approve the 2009 Strategic Initiatives.

Background

The SBACC Board of Directors discussed possible 2009 Strategic Initiatives at the November 2008 retreat. The following draft 2009 Strategic Initiatives reflects the agreed upon 2009 Strategic Initiatives as determined by the SBACC board at the November 2009 retreat.

2009 Strategic Initiatives

1. Fixing Our State’s Fragile Water Supply and Infrastructure
The SBACC will support efforts to promote regional and statewide water conservation efforts; develop additional water storage facilities; developing alternative arrangements to deliver water to Southern California should the Delta levees fail; finding solutions that include an isolated facility around the Delta; and other means of ensuring that California has adequate water supplies.

2. Improving Our Local Economy Through Regional Business Retention and Attraction

The SBACC will partner with regional organizations to identify and remove barriers to business retention and creation throughout the South Bay region. With the help of regional organizations, the SBACC will proactively seek solutions to invigorate the South Bay local economy. 
3. Securing State and Local Budget Reform
The SBACC will seek extensive state and local budget reforms to meet the rising demands on California to provide basic government services. We will seek reforms that enable local and state government to give its programs the flexibility to perform efficiently and effectively. We will continue to protect the South Bay business community from burdensome regulations and tax increases.
4. Seeking Solutions to Regional Transportation and Transit Challenges
The SBACC will continue to monitor the implementation of recent regional and state transportation bond measures and projects. The SBACC will support actions that expedite programming and expenditure of all transportation funds ensuring a direct benefit to the South Bay transportation system.

AGENDA ITEM 4b
SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

December 2, 2008

Legislative Report: 2009 Policy Platform

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action:


To review and approve the 2009 Policy Platform.

Background

The SBACC Board of Directors reviewed and recommended changes to the current policy platform at their November 2008 retreat. The following draft 2009 Policy Platform reflects recommended changes determined by the SBACC board at the retreat.

2009 SBACC Policy Platform

 

The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce supports public policy at the regional, state and federal levels of government that:

1. Ensures that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put South Bay businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

2. Encourages a tax and fee system that is market competitive.

3. Encourages the protection of private property rights.

4. Ensures that government focuses on the functions meant for only government to do; and view the private sector as a resource.

5. Requires the government to be accountable for its actions and for the programs it operates.

6. Requires government and its actions to be measured periodically to ensure maximum efficiency and return on investment with public funds.

7. Promotes a legal system that minimizes frivolous lawsuits to ensure fairness to all.

8. Support job creation, workforce development opportunities, and an educational system that prepares the South Bay workforce for jobs and careers targeting specific industries such as aerospace, trades, sciences, engineering, environmental, and the bio-medical field. 
9. Promotes a quality of life that supports the South Bay region as an affordable place to live, work, and do business.

10. Promotes economic development opportunities in the South Bay for business retention, attraction, and expansion.

11. Encourages an adequate, reliable, and cost-effective utility infrastructure system (including gas, electric, water, telecom) be promoted, developed, and maintained to meet the needs of our community 

12. Supports a regional solution to meet air passenger and cargo needs including a reconfiguration of the Los Angeles International Airport not to exceed 78 million passengers annually; and, only when concerns of airport security, air and ground traffic, infrastructure, sufficient and convenient passenger access, and ground transportation are adequately addressed. 

13. Recognizes the positive economic impact of the Los Angeles Air Force Base on the South Bay region including the support of the continued retention of the Los Angeles Air Force Base in an effort to protect the Base as the Department of Defense begins another round of Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC).



15. Supports the creation of workforce housing in the South Bay region given the expensive housing prices in Southern California. An adequate supply of smart development growth is needed to retain businesses and ensure job opportunities in the region. 

16. Forges partnerships with our local legislators so that they can use the SBACC and the private sector as a resource to create pro-jobs legislation. The SBACC is committed to holding local representatives accountable to the business community by tracking their votes. These votes impact not only their constituents, but also the vitality of the economic environment. 

 

18. Encourages local governments and legislators to cooperate to streamline and reduce unnecessary regulations that will inhibit the job growth in our region and for local governments to work proactively to recruit and retain businesses in the South Bay region.

19. The state’s economy and job climate depend on a balanced budget. Businesses fail when spending is not curbed. Similarly, the state cannot spend more than it has available resources. It is critical that Sacramento reduces its spending habits and operates in a responsible manner. 

20. Ensure responsible health care infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

21. Encourage the state legislature and the Governor to work together each year to ensure that the state budget is developed and passed in a timely manner.

22. Encourage “green” ports, the continued implementation of the Clean Air Action Plan, and truck pollution is mitigated while considering impacts due to future port expansion to meet the demands of increased cargo and international trade. 

23. Ensure government, business, organizations, and residents work collaboratively to reduce carbon emissions and conserve energy natural and resources

24. Repair our aging transportation infrastructure for future development growth and fix MTA’s role in long term regional transportation planning as it relates to issues such as traffic flow, parking, and improving traffic corridors.

 
25. Secure our fair share in funding distribution for area projects from statewide and federal bond funds .
26. Encourage appropriate funding for homeland security demands on the region.

AGENDA ITEM 4c
SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

December 2, 2008

San Pedro Waterfront Draft EIR/EIS

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Arley Baker

Director of Public Relations and Legislative Affairs

Port of Los Angeles

Recommended Action


Review and consider a position on the proposed San Pedro Waterfront Draft EIR/EIS.

Summary

1. The Port of Los Angeles and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) have released the Draft Environmental Report/Draft Environmental Statement (Draft EIR/EIS) for the San Pedro Waterfront.

2. The San Pedro Waterfront Project is focused on connecting the community with the waterfront, enhancing the community and visitor-serving commercial opportunities in and around the Port, and maintaining the Port’s position as a source of economic vitality for the region.

3. The Project is a proposed 400 acre, 5 to 7 year infrastructure and public access project that will create new downtown-adjacent harbors; entitlements for up to 375,000 square feet of future commercial and conference center development in the Ports O’ Call area. 

Background

4. The following represent the San Pedro Waterfront Project Objectives:

a. Increase public access to the waterfront as the proposed project will connect the community to the waterfront with new pedestrian and vehicular linkages, a waterfront promenade, and recreational and open spaces.

b. Enhance community-serving and visitor-serving commercial opportunities along the waterfront which will include elements that are designed to make Ports O’Call a regional destination, and complement revitalization efforts in downtown San Pedro.

c. Meet growing cruise industry demands and will make the Port of Los Angeles viable to meet projected cruise industry growth by enhancing existing and creating new infrastructure to support anticipated West Coast growth in cruise demand.

d. Improve transportation in and around the San Pedro Waterfront which the Port will incorporate measures to improve vehicular access to and within the waterfront area to accommodate existing traffic and future growth.

e. Includes growth in a sustainable manner such as policies that will be reflected in project design, construction, and implementation adhering to the Port’s committed to green growth.

5. The project will expand the Pacific Electric Red Car line service to Cabrillo Beach and other points along the waterfront.

6. New cruise terminal facilities at Kaiser Point in the Outer Harbor.

7. Seven alternatives are included with complete detail and comparison of alternatives. 

8. Cruise Tourism Economic Benefits according to The Port:

a. Cruise operations at the Port facilitate more than 2,500 jobs and generate about $87.5 million a year in regional wages, $281.9 million in business revenues and $11.2 million in state and local taxes. 

b. The Port wants to retain its position in the West Coast cruise market and continue to cater to this growing segment of tourism by constructing a second cruise terminal facility at Kaiser Point, in the Port’s Outer Harbor (Berths 47-50). 

c. Based on economic modeling, expanded cruise operations and increased commercial development along the San Pedro Waterfront, as proposed by the Port, would create a variety of economic benefits that include but are not limited to: 

i. 1,083 new jobs (in addition to roughly 2,512 cruise-related jobs and 300 retail/restaurant jobs identified in 2006). These include 645 new cruise-related jobs, 300 new retail/restaurant-related jobs and 138 Red Car Line-related jobs, bringing the total number of jobs in these three areas to 3,895.

ii. $37.9 million in new wages (in addition to $99.6 million in job income identified in 2006). These include additional wages for direct and indirect jobs related to cruise and port tenant businesses (based on an estimate of $35,000 per job, as per the 2006 Martin study), bringing total wage income generated from cruise and waterfront to $137.5 million.

iii. $30.8 million in passenger spending (in addition to $33.6 million in 2006), based on $57 spent per passenger and 541,000 more passengers than today, bringing overall passenger spending to $64.4 million. (NOTE: These figures exclude crew member spending, which is $107 per call on average and generated more than $10 million in 2006.)

