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SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

February 5, 2008
www.sbacc.com
1) Welcome

__________________________________
                          
            Helen Duncan, Chair 

2) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet
        __________________                   ________________            All
3) Approval of Minutes
4) Area of interest _______________________________                       
    ___      
           Gobble/Duncan 
a) Committees you would like to participate in.
b) Do we want to do events or just join in with member chambers?






5) Legislative Report









    Shaun Lumachi 

6) Past Chair


__________________________________  _____
     
        Scott Gobble
a)  Report on Installation
9)   Financial Report









        George Kivett
      a)  2008 budget
11)Task Force/Committee Recommendations

c.   Major Events Task Force - Update_________________Duncan, Low, Parsons, Gobble, Waronek

12)  Brief Partner Reports:

a. LAAFB Alliance Report: 
____________________________          _      
_
John Parsons 

b. SBCCOG_______________________
__________
___                      
          Jacki Bachrach

c. California Chamber
___________________________ _   ___
             _     _Marlene Carney

d. US Chamber



____________________________    __
               Dick Castner

e. Legislators Reports_                      Harman, Schwarzenegger, Oropeza,Price, Lieu, Knabe, Karnette 

13) Upcoming Events / Announcements










Refreshments – Thank you Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce
      Next Meeting March 4, 2008—Refreshments by the PV Chamber.

      Torrance Chamber Office, 3400 Torrance Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce

Draft Minutes for January 8, 2008
ATTENDANCE: (Note: Since the sign-in sheet was misplaced and this attendance list is not completely accurate)  Helen Duncan, Manhattan Beach Chamber; Scott Gobble, South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce; George Kivett, Lomita Chamber, Kivett Realty; Shaun Lumachi, Chamber Advocacy; Marna Smeltzer, Redondo Beach Chamber; Jill Brunkhardt, Chevron; Karen Hill, Manhattan Beach Chamber; Louis Dominguez, San Pedro Chamber; Marilyn Lyon, Palos Verdes Chamber/SBESC-COG; Chuck Taylor, Lomita Chamber; Barbara Glennie, Torrance Chamber; Mark Waronek, Waronek & Assoc/ Past Chair SBACC; David Sutton, Colonel, USAF, Los Angeles Air Force Base; Charles Gale, Metropolitan Water District; Sharon Weissman, Senator Jenny Oropeza’s Office; David Britton, Holiday Inn; Joe Houghton, L.A. County Sanitation District; Mark Gibson, L.A. County Sanitation District; Domenico Pilato, L.A. County Sanitation District;  Ted Green, Woodward & McDowell Consulting representing “No on 94-97”; Patrick Wilson, Wilmington Chamber; Christina Davis, LAX Coastal Area Chamber; Jim Adams, Lomita Chamber; Dan Hoffman, Wilmington Chamber; Pat Donaldson, Hawthorne Chamber; Bill Mason, El  Segundo Chamber; Donna Jackson, Torrance Chamber;  Nancy Manfredi, Carson Chamber.

WELCOME: Chairman Scott Gobble called the meeting to order at 8:05 A.M.  He invited those present to introduce themselves.  An attendance sheet was circulated and those present were asked to sign in. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  Jill Brunkhardt moved approval of the minutes for the Meeting of December 4, 2007. The motion was seconded by Mark Waronek and passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE/CHAIR’S UPDATE:  Incoming Chair, Helen Duncan reminded those present that the Installation of officers will be held on Thursday, January 17, 2008 at the Ayres Hotel.  Reservations can be made through Helen or by contacting the Manhattan Beach Chamber by e-mail at www, manhattanbeachchamber.net.

Present Chair, Scott Gobble noted that the state us facing a $14 billion shortfall and that the Governor will present his “State of the State” this afternoon which will probably include a strategy for managing the expected deficit.


PRESENTATION:

“Clearwater Program:” Joe Houghton, staff to the “Clearwater Program,” narrated a Power Point presentation about the “Clearwater” water treatment/reclamation project in the County of Los Angeles.  This project is a joint facilities plan implemented by the City of Los Angeles and the 24 sanitation districts serving 78 cities and unincorporated areas in L.A. County.  Waste water enters the sewer system, moves to a treatment plant and then is either reused or sent to the ocean or river.  Ten water reclamation plants replicate the water cleansing processes that are at work in nature. 

At the primary treatment level heavy waste sinks and is removed.  Lighter waste that floats is skimmed off.  At the secondary treatment level bacteria digest organic matter.  During tertiary treatment, filters remove the remaining waste material.  Finally, the water is disinfected.

The joint outfall system transports the County’s treated water to the ocean is comprised of two tunnels.  These tunnels are 50 and 80 years old respectively; they have not been inspected for 50 years.  The only way to inspect and/or repair these tunnels without disruption is to build a third, new tunnel.  This would also be a prudent earthquake preparedness measure.  The “Clearwater” project is still researching the cost and engineering needed to build such a tunnel.  The research will continue through 2009.  .  The location of a shaft, through which equipment and materials would enter the ground and dirt would be removed, is also being studied.  It is estimated that the project would be completed by 2020.

Q: What would the new tunnel cost?

A: Approximately $1-2 billion.

Q: How would this be financed—through bond measures or sewer rates?

A.  This is being researched.

Q:  Where do you think the tunneling would occur?

A.  Possibly between Western Avenue and the Port of Long Beach.  The further east the location the more reliability in the event of an earthquake.

Q: Is the West Basin in El Segundo part of the system?
A: Not now although there are some discussions to handle more of its recycled water.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT: 

 a) Propositions 94, 95, 96 and 97:   Shaun Lumachi provided background information. The wording on Propositions 94, 95, 96, and 97 gaming referenda is the same except that each proposition affects a different tribe. These propositions ask the voters to decide if gaming agreements negotiated by the governor, the legislature and four Indian tribes should become law.  If approved, the propositions would allow each of the tribes to significantly increase the number of slot machines in their casinos.  In return, the tribes would pay the state’s general fund a percentage of their profits.  It is expected that this would be approximately $9 billion over 20 years. 

In December it was decided to defer taking a position on these propositions until after information regarding the impact on local gambling businesses was known.  Shaun introduced Ted Green from Woodward and McDowell Consulting, which is representing the “No on Propositions 94-97” effort.

Q: What will be the impact on local gambling businesses?

A: It will be negative.  These propositions represent the largest increase in gambling in the U.S. --- 17,000 new slot machines and unlimited table games.  By comparison, the largest casino on the Las Vegas strip has only 3,500 slot machines.  Furthermore, the propositions allow the tribes, instead of an independent auditing agency, to describe what constitutes their net profits.  Net profits form the basis of payments to the state.   

The Legislative Analyst’s Office believes that the estimated income the tribes will pay to the state is unrealistically high.  In addition, the language in these propositions provides that the casinos are not covered by the CEQA environmental review process and the current 55 day public comment period has been struck out.

If the propositions are defeated, the agreements would go back to negotiations, which could result in a better deal for the state.  

The Inglewood Chamber opposes these propositions.

Q: What are the positions of the communities around the tribal casinos?

A: Some cities support some are opposed.

Q: Do the casinos in Gardena have the ability to expand?

A: They cannot have slot machines or Las Vegas style gambling

Q: Whose idea was this?

A: The Indian tribes went to the Governor and requested an expansion of their gambling facilities.   These four tribes would not agree to the terms of the agreements that now bind other tribes that have gambling on their tribal land.

Q: CalChamber is in support of these propositions.  How do you justify opposition since this would support these businesses?

A: Bakersfield Chamber is opposed.  Many businesses compete with the Indian casinos.

Q: Why do the tribes need state permission to do this if they are sovereign nations?

A: There is a federal law that requires that tribal gaming be negotiated between the states and the tribes.

Discussion:  Shaun noted that he was unable to schedule a representative for the “yes” position on these propositions.  At present no local chamber has taken an “oppose position.  In some communities, these casinos drive the local economies. 

 If the group decides to support the propositions the  justification could be:


The casino businesses are key to the local economies and provide many jobs.  Furthermore, the casinos will provide income for the state general fund.

If opposed, the justification could be that local card clubs will not benefit.  Local businesses will lose market share. There is also some concern that if the tribes have this much money they will “own" the state.  

It was observed that these casinos provide many jobs.  However, perhaps the state’s share should be larger.  If the propositions fail, perhaps the state can negotiate a better deal.

Marilyn Lyon moved to oppose propositions 94, 95, 96 and 97.  The motion was seconded by Louis Dominguez.  The motion passed with 16 ayes and 4 nays.

It was requested that SBACC’s letter to legislators include an explanation of the reasoning behind the opposition.
Scott Gobble left and passed the gavel to Helen Duncan,

b) 2008 Draft Strategic Initiatives and Policy Platform:  Shaun Lumachi suggested that the group review these documents and vote at the February meeting.  The Strategic Initiatives will drive SBACC’s conversations with legislators.

c) Health Care Proposal AB X11: This proposal represents a last ditch effort to pass health care reform during this term.  It has passed the Assembly and is now being reviewed by the Senate.  It is not a single provider model; it is a shared responsibility model that differs from AB 8 in that it includes a sliding scale of contributions depending on the size of the business instead of a fixed percentage.  The funding mechanism would go to the voters for approval.

Options:


If oppose: It represents an employer mandate to help fund it.  Also, it will rely on a tobacco tax, which may not be a stable funding source of people stop smoking. 


If support: The reforms are needed. The shared responsibility model is preferable.


If neutral: If the measure passes the Senate it will go to the voters for funding approval anyway.

Discussion:


Any Health care reform measure will impact the business community. It is a defining measure and SBACC members deserve guidance.


Sharon Weissman noted that Senate President Pro tem has requested a fiscal analysis from the Legislative Analyst’s Office.

Q: Is this really reform?

A: Yes, it empowers the state to negotiate for prescription costs.

Q: Will it result in businesses moving out of the state?

A: Yes, probably some will, although it cannot be quantified at this time.

Q: Would workers be in a worse position?

A: Some employers might find it easier and more cost efficient to use the state pool.

Q: Will there be any exclusions?

A: Yes. Some low income families.

Q: Will it be changed?

A: It will probably be tweaked in the next few weeks.

Marna Smeltzer moved to oppose the current plan on the basis of SBACC’s Policy Platform, the state is unable to fund it and because SBACC members need guidance.  George Kivett seconded the motion.  

Louis Dominguez suggested that SBACC may wish to remain neutral because this is really a federal issue and does not belong at the state level.  

Chuck Taylor moved to amend the motion to take a neutral position.  The maker of the motion, Marna Smeltzer, rejected the amendment.

Chuck Taylor offered a substitute motion to “wait and see” before taking a position. Louis Dominguez seconded the motion.  

The question was called.

The substitute motion failed with 7 Ayes and 13 Nays.

The original motion to oppose the Health Care Plan passed with 16 Ayes, 1 Nay and 2 Abstentions.
REPORT FROM NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

Marna Smeltzer reported that the committee selected a Civic Award to an individual who has had an important impact, regionally.

FINANCIAL REPORT:  George Kivett reported that SBACC ended 2007 with slightly more than $57,200.   The annual report will be presented at the next meeting.  Invoices have been sent to sponsors and will shortly be sent to members.  Marna Smeltzer offered to assist in making sure that sponsors are informed about the benefits of sponsorship.

MAJOR EVENTS:  At the retreat it was decided that a job fair or career days, including an emphasis on aerospace and manufacturing jobs, would be one of the events in 2008.  A candidates’ forum will also be scheduled.

PARTNER REPORTS: 

LAAFB: Col. Sutton said that LAAFB will be willing to assist with the job fair.

SBCCOG: Marilyn Lyon announced that on there will be a General Assembly at the Carson Community Center.

SENATOR OROPEZA’S OFFICE:  Sharon Weissman announced that February 2nd is the last day to introduce legislation.  Because of the state deficit bills that require money will not be very successful.  The Budget will be released this week.  On February 8 the Senator will make a presentation on water issues with several water agencies.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Helen Duncan thanked Southern California Edison for providing meeting refreshments.

Barbara Glennie announced that Bill Allen, from LAEDC, will report on the Regional Outlook on January 23rd at the Marriott.

Chuck Taylor announced that the Lomita Chamber will hold its Installation dinner on the evening of January 25 at the Holiday Inn on Vermont.  Senator Oropeza will be the featured speaker. 

NEXT MEETING: February 5, 2008 at the Torrance Chamber Office.  

ADJOURNMENT:   At 9:55 A..M. David Britton moved that the meeting be adjourned.  It was seconded by Karen Hill and passed unanimously 
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce

Legislative Report - January 8, 2008

Legislative Report Items

1. 2008 Strategic Initiatives

2. 2008 Policy Platform

3. Redistricting Reform

4. Scholarship for Access DC

5. Los Angeles International Airport Planning

1.
SBACC 2008 Strategic Initiatives

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Position: To review and approve the recommended 2008 Strategic Initiatives.

1. Transportation


The SBACC will continue to monitor the implementation of the Proposition 1B transportation bond and 
support legislation and/or budget actions that will expedite programming and expenditure of the bond 
funds. The SBACC will oppose legislative attempts to impose conditions or restrictions not consistent with 
the provisions of Proposition 1B that would delay or impede the selection or construction of projects within 
the South Bay region, or increase costs without direct benefit to the South Bay transportation system.

2. Healthcare

The SBACC is committed to a public-private partnership solution to health care affordability and access. In 2008, the SBACC will seek reforms that Promote efforts to contain costs and improve access to health care by supporting a health care system that is affordable and improves the overall health of South Bay and California citizens; Initiate and support efforts to inform and educate South Bay policymakers, the regional public and the media on the role private employers play in voluntarily providing and financing health care coverage for their employees; Work to contain costs and avoid unnecessary and expensive regulatory controls, including mandates.

3. Water


The SBACC is committed to supporting efforts to develop additional water storage facilities; developing 
alternative arrangements to deliver water to Southern California should the Delta levees fail; finding 
solutions that include an isolated facility around the Delta; and other means of ensuring that California 
has an adequate water supplies.

4. Redistricting


The SBACC is determined to seek political reform in California by reforming the process known as 
redistricting. Every 10 years, after the census, new boundary lines for the United States Congress and 
California Senate, Assembly and Board of Equalization districts are drawn.  Currently, the California State 
Legislature draws those lines. The SBACC will continue to view this as a major conflict of interest and will 
seek proposals to reform the process.

2.
SBACC 2008 Policy Platform

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Position


To review and approve the 2008 Policy Platform.

SBACC 2008 Draft Policy Platform

The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce supports policies that:


1. Ensures that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put South Bay businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

2. Encourages a tax and fee system that is market competitive.

3. Encourages the protection of private property rights.

4. Ensures that government focuses on the functions meant for only government to do; and view the private sector as a resource.

5. Requires the government to be accountable for its actions and for the programs it operates.

6. Requires government and its actions to be measured periodically to ensure maximum efficiency and return on investment with public funds.

7. Promotes a legal system that contains checks and balances to ensure fairness to all.

8. Supports an educational system that prepares people for jobs and careers.

9. Promotes a quality of life that supports the South Bay region as an affordable place to live, work, and do business.

10. Promotes economic development opportunities in the South Bay for business retention and attraction.

11. Encourages an adequate, reliable, and cost-effective utility infrastructure system (including gas, electric, water, telecom) be promoted, developed, and maintained to meet the needs of our community including affordable energy options such as LNG to meet the needs of California’s natural gas supplies.

12. Supports a regional solution to meet air passenger and cargo needs including a reconfiguration of the Los Angeles International Airport not to exceed 78 million passengers annually; and, only when concerns of airport security, air and ground traffic, infrastructure, sufficient and convenient passenger access, and ground transportation are adequately addressed. 

13. Recognizes the positive economic impact of the Los Angeles Air Force Base on the South Bay region including the support of the continued retention of the Los Angeles Air Force Base in an effort to protect the Base as the Department of Defense begins another round of Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC).

14. Encourages a 10 digit overlay instead of an 11 digit overlay. If area code relief is required, the SBACC recommends a ten digit rather than an eleven digit overlay. The SBACC also supports establishing inventory guidelines for numbering resources.

15. Supports the creation of workforce housing projects in the South Bay region given the expensive housing prices in Southern California. An adequate supply of housing is needed to retain businesses and ensure job opportunities in the region.

16. Forges partnerships with our local legislators they can use the SBACC and the private sector as a resource to create pro-jobs legislation. The SBACC is committed to holding local representatives accountable to the business community by tracking their votes. These votes impact not only their constituents, but also the vitality of the economic environment. 

17. Change the redistricting method to help to ensure that our elected officials are elected in a more equitable manner.

18. Encourages local government and legislators to cooperate to streamline and reduce unnecessary regulations that will inhibit the job growth in our region.

19. That will balance the state budget. The state’s economy and job climate depend on a balanced budget. Businesses fail when spending is not curbed. Similarly, the state cannot spend more than it has available resources. It is critical that Sacramento reduces its spending habits and operates in a responsible manner.

20. Ensure responsible health care infrastructure and insurance policy proposals result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

21. Encourage the state legislature and the Governor to work together each year to ensure that the state budget is developed and passed in a timely manner.

22. Encourage “green” ports, the implementation of the Clean Air Action Plan, and truck pollution is mitigated while considering impacts due to future port expansion to meet the demands of increased cargo and international trade.

23. Ensure government, business, organizations, and residents work collaboratively to reduce carbon emissions and conserve energy natural and resources

24. Repair our aging transportation infrastructure and MTA’s role in long term regional transportation planning.

25. Secure our fair share in funding distribution for area projects from statewide bond monies.

26.  Encourage appropriate funding for homeland security demands on the region.

3.
Redistricting Reform

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Kathay Feng

Common Cause

California Voters FIRST Act

Recommended Position


To review and support the proposed California Voters FIRST Act.

Policy Platform


It is a policy position of the SBACC to change the redistricting method to help to ensure that our 
elected 
officials are elected in a more equitable manner.
Summary

1. Every 10 years, after the census, new boundary lines for the United States Congress and California Senate, Assembly and Board of Equalization districts are drawn.  Currently, the California State Legislature draws those lines. This is viewed as a major conflict of interest.

2. The California Voters FIRST Act aims to eliminate the conflict of interest.

3. A 14-person citizens redistricting commission would be created.  The California Voters FIRST Act would create a politically balanced Commission - 5 Democrats, 5 Republicans, and 4 others. Commissioners would be chosen for their impartiality, skills, and to reflect our State’s demographic and geographic diversity.

4. The Act would protect communities, cities, and counties. The California Voters FIRST Act would create a list of prioritized mapping criteria for the Commission to follow. This would ensure that our Constitution, federal and state laws are followed. California’s communities, cities, and counties must be respected.

5. The process would be open and public.  The Commission would hold hearings to receive public input. The California Voters FIRST Act would end the closed-door political deals by legislators to draw districts that protect themselves.

6. The Act will be placed on the November 2008 ballot pending count of signatures by the Office of the Secretary of State.

 Background

1. California Voters FIRST Act is pending count of signatures by the Office of the Secretary of State.

2. The Commission would be formed by inviting California registered voters to participate.  A pool of 60 (20 Democrats, 20 Republicans, 20 others) is selected based on their skills, ability to be impartial, and diversity by a review panel of state auditors (1 Democrat, 1 Republican, 1 other).  

3. The 4 Legislative Leaders can strike up to 24 people from the pool.  Out of the remaining pool, 8 Commissioners are randomly picked - 3 Democrats, 3 Republicans, 2 others.  

4. The final 6 Commissioners (2 Democrats, 2 Republicans, 2 others) are chosen by the 8 Commissioners from the remaining pool based on the balance of skills and diversity they would bring.

5. The mapping criteria for the Commission to follow include, which are ranked in order, are:

· Districts shall comply with the US Constitution, including equal population requirements.

· Districts shall comply with the Voting Rights Act.

· Districts shall be geographically contiguous.  

· The geographic integrity of any city, county, or city and county, neighborhoods, or communities of interest shall be respected. Communities of interest shall not be defined as having a relationship with incumbents, candidates, or parties.  

· To the extent possible, after the above criteria have been satisfied, districts shall be compact.  

· To the extent possible, after the above criteria have been satisfied, districts shall be nested.

6. Incumbent residences may not be considered; districts may not be drawn to favor politicians or parties.

7. The scope of the Citizen’s Redistricting Commission includes the district drawing of the California Senate, Assembly and Board of Equalization seats in the next redistricting cycle in 2011 and after each decennial census.

8. The State Legislature will draw Congressional seats, following the same mapping criteria and hearing requirements as the Commission.

9. According to California Common Cause (also supporter of the Act): 

· 66% support creating an independent redistricting commission to draw district lines instead of incumbent legislators.

· 86% want an open process and an end to back room deals in redistricting.

· 78 - 81% want a redistricting process that keeps their neighborhoods and cities together and divided as little as possible.

4.
Scholarship for Access DC

Presentation

Helen Duncan

Chair

Recommended Action


To discuss a scholarship for the Access DC event.

Policy Platform

It is a policy position of the SBACC to forge partnerships with our local legislators they can use the SBACC and the private sector as a resource to create pro-jobs legislation. 

Background

1. The Los Angeles Area Chamber along with 20 fellow business groups and chambers of commerce lead an annual delegation of more than 200 business leaders and public officials to Washington, D.C., to promote Southern California as a national asset.  

2. Participants meet with members of Congress and the president’s administration on key issues including transportation, health care, education, international trade, goods movement, entertainment and environment. 

3. The trip includes a welcome reception and nighttime monument tour, two breakfasts at the Hay-Adams Hotel with high ranking Congressional leaders, and two marquee evening receptions – the Southern California Congressional Event on Capitol Hill and the Ambassadors to the Americas International Trade reception at the Organization of American States.

5.
Los Angeles International Airport Planning

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Position

To support the continued renovations and safety improvements at the Los Angeles International Airport.  
Policy Platform


It is a policy position of the SBACC to support a regional solution to meet air passenger and cargo needs 
including a reconfiguration of the Los Angeles International Airport not to exceed 78 million passengers 
annually; and, only when concerns of airport security, air and ground traffic, infrastructure, sufficient and 
convenient passenger access, and ground transportation are adequately addressed. 

Summary

1. As one of our region’s leading economic engines and job creators, it is vitally important that LAX can accommodate the new generation of aircraft.

2. LAX is the second largest international gateway to the United States and the leading entry point for visitors from Asia.

3. A recent Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. study concluded that each international flight serving LAX generates $623 million in economic output and supports 3,120 jobs over the course of a year.   However, LAX continues to lose flights to San Francisco, Phoenix and Las Vegas – cities that have already invested in vital airport improvements.

4. Renovations at LAX must continue in order to increase air traffic safety, accommodate Stage VI aircraft such as the Airbus A380, Boeing’s 747-800 and 787 Dreamliner, and improve the overall passenger experience. 

Background

Source: Airport Planning Finally Takes Off, January 15, 2008 Business Perspective, By Gary Toebben, President/CEO LA Area Chamber of Commerce

1. The Board of Airport Commissioners on Monday, January 14, 2008 approved a contract to begin the environmental review for a number of critical projects at LAX. One of the most critical projects is to increase the separation between the parallel runways on the North Airfield.

2. The northern runways were designed for aircraft much smaller than those flying today and those being designed for the future. Last August, two planes carrying 296 passengers came within 37 feet of colliding on a north runway. 

3. The commission decided that it could no longer delay action when the safety of millions of passengers is at risk.

4. The environmental review will provide the clearest set of data for airport officials and the city’s elected officials to decide which alternative will provide the safest, most cost-effective and environmentally sensitive solution for this potentially catastrophic problem.

5. The Los Angeles City Council will be pressured from renovation opponents to put the brakes on the process because one of the possible alternatives moves the northernmost runway closer to homes. Opponents will use every means possible to delay the environmental impact report.

6. Some who object to the environmental review will demand that the process wait until NASA’s Ames Research Center completes a runway safety study. Recently, NASA has discussed limiting its involvement in aviation research to focus more time on space exploration. If NASA gets to the report, Gina Marie Lindsey, the airport’s executive director, has pledged to add NASA’s data to the two-year environmental study when it is available. Her word is good.

7. The City Council should be focused on passenger safety and the millions of people living in their districts who depend on LAX for employment, business and leisure travel, and the movement of goods produced by the companies for which our citizens work.

8. A Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. study completed last August showed that the passengers and cargo handled by LAX’s international flights alone contribute $82.5 billion annually to our economy and sustains 363,700 jobs with $19.3 billion in wages. A safe, thriving airport means more jobs for Angelenos and additional tax revenues for city services. We cannot afford to see more airlines move Los Angeles routes to other cities in the western United States.
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