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SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

July 3 2007 Agenda

www.sbacc.com
1) Welcome

__________________________________
                           Helen Duncan, Chair Elect
2) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet
        __________________                   ________________            All
3) Approval of Minutes
4) Exec. Committee/Chair’s Update _______________________________             ___ 
         Helen Duncan 
a) Update on Franchise Tax Board status
b) Update on SBACC Environmental Policy
c) Health Care event/Assemblyman Mervyn M. Dymally
d) Additional Chambers  Joining 

5) Consent Calendar (see attachment for the details)








a) SB 48- Health Care Coverage: Employees and Employers 







   Position:  Oppose 
b) SB 412- State Energy Resources Conservation & Dev. Commission



   Position:  Oppose

c) SB 840-Single-Payer Health Care Coverage


   Position:  Oppose

6. Financial Report
__________________________________  _____

        George Kivett
a) Update on Quick Books Progress

b) 2007 Budget
7. Legislative Issues & Updates
a. 2007 Legislative Agenda__________         ____________    _    ___________________
            All
b. Areas of Interest  __________________________       _____________________
            All

8. Task Force/Committee Recommendations
c. Major Events Task Force - Update_________________Duncan, Low, Parsons, Gobble, Waronek

9. Brief Partner Reports:

d. LAAFB Alliance Report: 
____________________________          _  _John Parsons, Jerry Say

e. SBEDP Report:  

_________________________________
            John Parsons
f. SBCCOG___________________________________________________                     Jacki Bachrach
g. California Chamber
_______________________________________
             _    _Marlene Carney

h. US Chamber



____________________________    __
            Dick Castner
i. Legislators Reports_       Harman, Schwarzenegger, Oropeza, Richardson, Lieu, Knabe, Karmetle
10. Upcoming Events / Announcements









Refreshments - August: Harbor City Chamber of Commerce
      Thank you to today’s refreshment sponsor: The Gas Company
       Next Meeting – August 7, 2007 
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce
%Torrance Chamber of Commerce
 3400 Torrance Blvd, #100 ● Torrance, CA  90503
South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce

Meeting Minutes

June 5, 2007

Attendance:  Scott Gobble, SCE; Helen Duncan, Manhattan Beach Chamber; Creasie Adams, Carson & HCHG Chambers; John Wogan, Carson Chamber; George Kivett, Lomita Chamber; Louis Dominguez, San Pedro CC; Jerry Say, Torrance Chamber; Chuck Taylor, Lomita Chamber;  Marcella Low, The Gas Co.; Mark Waronek, Waronek & Ass.; Charles Gale, Met Water;  Barbara Glennie, Torrance Chamber;   Jill Brunkhardt, Chevron; Nancy Manfredi, Carson Chamber;  Karen Hill, Manhattan Beach Chamber;   Shaun Lumachi, SBACC;  Kay Finer, PVP Chamber; Barbara Dye, PVP Chamber; Pat Daniels, Gardena Valley CC; Henry Hoskins, Gardena Valley CC; Karen Hale, Gardena Valley CC.; David Britton, HCHG Chamber; Kristen Tyler CC; Tammy Khan, Ted Lieu; Carleen Beste, Northrop Grumman; Marcella Low, The Gas Co.; Steve Napalitano, Sup. Knabe; Jerry Say, Torrance CC; Ann Garten, El Camino College; Robert Pullen Miles, Jenny Oropeza; 

SBACC Chair Scott Gobble opened meeting – announcing that the new SBACC web site is up and running.  Gobble also stated that one of the goals of the organization this year is to get new chambers involved – that haven’t been involved in the past.  Gobble also asked members for self introductions.  The Board approved the May meeting minutes – Carleen Beste, Creasie Adams, and Barbara Dye abstained.  Gobble also discussed with the Board – the organization is getting updated to be in compliance with the Franchise Tax Board status.  Gobble also announced that a breakfast or lunch event with Marvyn Dymally to update on health care issues – is in the works.  Creasie Adams asked to be on the committee.  Gobble then proceeded with the consent calendar and its procedure.  Adams requested that AB 640 be removed from the consent calendar.  A request was also made to remove SB 201 from the consent calendar.  Adams also expressed concern towards logistics of tracking legislation in regards to local chambers addressing legislation.  David Britton also asked to pull from the consent calendar AB 904 – recycling food containers.  The fourth bill pulled from the consent  - SB 899.  The consent calendar was approved  - except for the four that were pulled.  The Board voted on the four bills that were pulled from the consent calendar:  AB 640 – The Board voted to “oppose”; AB904-  the Board voted to “watch”; SB 201 – the Board voted to “oppose”; SB 899 – The Board voted to “oppose”- with David Britton, Carleen Beste, Ann Garten, and Louis Dominguez all abstaining.

Barbara Dye requested that the Executive Board expand the environmental platform.  The Board also approved to expand the commentary report on each bill that the Board is voting on.  George Kivett gave an updated Financial Report.  Kivett noted tht the organization has received a Certificate of Revision from the Franchise Tax Board.  Kivett gave an update of expenses.  The Board approved having Kivett spend up to $300 to have Andrew Lieu from the Lomita Chamber help on producing the financial reports.
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Proposed bylaw changes were distributed with two major changes:  Chairman’s Circle investors – giving them a seat on the Board.  The Board approved the changes and additions:  Section 1 #D - ...shall be based.  Section 1 New E – the Total...shall not exceed less than ½ the total.  Discussion followed regarding the Sacramento trip.  SBACC will cover a portion of the expenses.  Task Force:  Major events – Envirnmental, Air Force, Sacramento trip.  Robert Pullen Miles distributed Jenny Oropeza’s bills/update sheet.  – healthcare issues for the budget; prop 98 funding.  Tammy Khan from Ted Lieu – discussed bills.  AB 150 and AB 889.  Steve Napalitano from Sup Knabe:  Discussed connecting the Green Line to LAX – expansion – in the future.  Gobble thanked Chevron for the refreshments for the meeting today.  Next meeting:  July 3rd.

Adjournment:  9:30

SBACC Legislative Report #4
July 3, 2007

Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

	Recommended Additions
SB 412

AUTHOR:
Simitian (D)

 

TITLE:
State Energy Resources Conservation & Dev. Commission

 

DISPOSITION:
Pending

 

COMMITTEE:
Assembly Utilities and Commerce Committee

 

HEARING:
07/02/2007 3:00 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

Enacts the Liquified Natural Gas Project Evaluations Act. Requires the Energy Commission to adopt and submit to the Legislature the LNG Needs Evaluation Report for 2008 that is to be an addendum to the integrated energy police and would contain an assessment of supplies that includes, a greenhouse gas emission evaluation, a finding of whether the state's projected natural gas demand through the year 2017 can be met with the importation of LNG from a terminal, and other related actions.

 

Recommended

Position:
Oppose

SB 840

AUTHOR:
Kuehl (D)

 

TITLE:
Single-Payer Health Care Coverage

 

COMMITTEE:
Assembly Health Committee

 

HEARING:
07/03/2007 1:30 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

Establishes the State Universal Healthcare System. Makes all state residents eligible for specified health care benefits under the system, which would, on a single-payer basis, negotiate for or set fees for health care services provided through the system and pay claims for those services. Creates the Universal Healthcare Policy Board to establish policy on medical issues and various other matters relating to the system.

 

 

Commentary:
 

CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"

 

Recommended

Position:
Oppose

Current Positions / Status of Bills
AB 8

AUTHOR:
Nunez (D)

 

TITLE:
Health Care Coverage: Employers and Employees

 

COMMITTEE:
Senate Health Committee

 

HEARING:
07/11/2007 1:30 pm

 

SUMMARY:
 

Creates the Cooperative Health Insurance Purchasing Program, which would function as a purchasing pool for health care coverage by employers and be administered by the Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board. Requires employers to make health care expenditures in an amount that is equivalent to a specified percentage of the employer's total social security wages or, alternatively, to elect to pay an employer fee of that equivalent amount for the applicable group of employees enrolled in the program.

 

 

Commentary:
 

CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"

 

Position:
Oppose 06/05/2007


	


	AB 150

	AUTHOR:
	Lieu (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	State Financial Literacy Initiative


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Education Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Establishes the Financial Literacy Initiative for the purpose of improving financial literacy by offering materials for teachers and school to provide high-quality financial literacy education for pupils in kindergarten and grades 1 to 12, inclusive. Establishes the Financial Literacy Council to administer the program and to accept funds from various sources. Requires the council to report on the activities of the council to implement the initiative.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 05/31/2007


	

	


	AB 338

	AUTHOR:
	Coto (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Temporary Disability


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Labor and Industrial Relations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Provides that for purposes of determining temporary disability benefits for any person under the Workers' Compensation Law as a result of an injury sustained by an inmate in a county jail, industrial farm, road camp, or city jail, or in a county work release program, the actual weekly wages be determined by a specified calculation. Prohibits aggregate disability benefits for a single injury occurring on or after a specified date, causing temporary disability from extending to a specified number of weeks.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 493

	AUTHOR:
	Ruskin (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Motor Vehicle Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Incentives


	 

	FILE:
	A-13


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Inactive File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the State Air Resources Board to create and implement a clean vehicle incentive program meeting specified requirements, that would provide rebates to, and require surcharges from, purchasers of new motor vehicles based on the vehicle's greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate against emissions of greenhouse gases from motor vehicles. Creates the Clean Vehicle Incentive Account to be administered by the state board.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 504

	AUTHOR:
	Swanson (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Lockouts


	 

	FILE:
	15


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Second Reading File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires employers, other than the state and its political subdivisions, that are convicted of a crime involving fraud, misrepresentation, or misconduct related to a lockout to make restitution to employees for lost wages and benefits.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 510

	AUTHOR:
	Benoit (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Employment: Working Hours


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Permits an individual nonexempt employee to request an employee-selected flexible work schedule providing for workdays up to 10 hours per day within a 40 hour workweek. Allows an employer to implement this schedule without any obligation to pay overtime compensation.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Support 04/03/2007


	

	


	AB 512

	AUTHOR:
	Lieber (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Contracts


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Banking, Finance and Insurance Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	07/02/2007


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law that requires a trade or business who negotiates specified contracts or agreements primarily in specified foreign languages to deliver to the other party a translation thereof in the applicable foreign language and provides the provisions apply to the Industrial Loan Law and the Finance Lenders Law. Applies these provisions to the Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Requires supervised financial organizations making real property secured loans to provide contract terms translations.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 613

	AUTHOR:
	Tran (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workplace Postings


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Labor and Employment Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires that workplace postings and notices be written in plain language so that employers and employees can easily understand them. Requires the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement to convene a working group to review and recommend revisions to all employment-related postings required in California workplaces.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Support 04/03/2007


	

	


	AB 640

	AUTHOR:
	De La Torre (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Water Replenishment Districts


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	07/10/2007 9:30 am


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the Department of Water Resources to conduct a study to determine the basin specific charges, including underflow, in each basin in a water replenishment district.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 644

	AUTHOR:
	Dymally (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Medical Treatment Utilization


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to workers' compensation medical treatment. Requires any physician who conducts an evaluation of medical treatment to hold an identical type of license as that of the physician requesting the treatment. Requires the utilization review process to be conducted as a peer-to-peer evaluation process directed toward an evaluation of the medical treatment requested by the physician treating an injured worker, and not to an examination of the specialty of physician requesting the treatment.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	The legislation has no definition of the term "intimate knowledge" which would likely lead to litigation by applicant attorneys seeking to weaken the application of medical treatment guidelines through utilization review.


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 04/03/2007


	

	


	AB 751

	AUTHOR:
	Lieu (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Income and Corporation Tax Credits: Research


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Revenue and Taxation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to the Personal Income Tax Law and Corporate Tax Law which allows a credit against taxes for qualified research expenses. Increases such credit to a specified percentage of the excess of the qualified research expenses. Provides complete conformity to the alternative incremental credit provided under federal income tax laws.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 05/31/2007


	

	


	AB 889

	AUTHOR:
	Lieu (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Metro Green Line Construction Authority


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Establishes the Metro Green Line Construction Authority for the purpose of awarding and overseeing final design and construction contracts for completion of the Los Angeles-Metro Green Line light rail project that would establish a coastal extension of the Green Line to the north and south, including an initial segment to the Los Angeles International Airport. Provides for specified related duties for the authority. Provides for the governing board of the authority.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 05/01/2007


	

	


	AB 904

	AUTHOR:
	Feuer (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Recycling: Food Containers


	 

	FILE:
	A-11


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Inactive File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Plastic and Marine Debris Reduction, Recycling, and Composing Act. Prohibits a take-out food provider from distributing single use food service packaging to a consumer, unless that packaging is either compostable packaging or recyclable packaging. Prohibits a take-out food provider from distributing single use food service packaging to packaging is also recovered for composting at a specified rate statewide or in the city or the unincorporated area of the county. Imposes a civil penalty.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 1065

	AUTHOR:
	Lieber (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Public Resources: Building Standards


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to adopt standards that would reduce energy consumption per gross square foot of floorspace of a new residential and new nonresidential buildings, from offsite sources, on a specified schedule. Requires the commission to review or approve one or more computer programs for use in demonstrating compliance with these standards and to prescribe requirements for compliance software and to review and approve such software.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 1073

	AUTHOR:
	Nava (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Labor and Industrial Relations Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	06/27/2007 9:30 am


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to workers' compensation system. Prohibits the limit on the number of chiropractic, occupational therapy, and physical therapy visits from applying to visits for postsurgical physical medicine and rehabilitative services.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	The cap on physical therapy, occupational therapy, and chiropractic care was the result of significant abuse of these modalities prior to the recent reforms. Injured workers in California received significantly more physical therapy, occupational therapy, and chiropractic care than did similarly injured workers in other states. This abuse was a significant cost driver that contributed to the explosion in costs that led to SB 899. The caps under current law are not hard caps in that they allow the employer to provide for additional visits above the cap without losing medical control.


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 04/03/2007


	

	


	AB 1108

	AUTHOR:
	Ma (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Children's Products: Phthalates


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Environmental Quality Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	07/02/2007 1:30 pm


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Prohibits the manufacture, sale, or distribution in commerce of certain toys and child care articles if those products contain types of phthalates in concentrations exceeding a specified percentage. Requires manufacturers to use the least toxic alternative when replacing phtalates. Prohibits manufacturers from replacing phtalates with certain carcinogens and reproductive toxicants.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/30/2007


	

	


	AB 1201

	AUTHOR:
	Leno (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Collective Bargaining: Direct Care Registered Nurses


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Gives direct care registered nurses the right to organize, form, or join a union, and to bargain collectively through chosen representatives with a health care employer. Requires a health care employer other than the state, to recognize a direct care registered nurse bargaining unit if a majority of the registered nurses in that unit desire the representation. Provides for the implementation of an agency shop arrangement between a health care employer and a direct care registered nurse bargaining unit.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 1285

	AUTHOR:
	Parra (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Taxation: Credits: Research and Development


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Revenue and Taxation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to credits against the Personal Income Tax and Corporation Income Tax laws for increasing research expenses to provide complete conformity to the research credit and the alternative incremental credit allowed by federal income tax laws for only the amount paid or incurred by a taxpayer in connection with the qualified research to develop technologies that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 04/03/2007


	

	


	AB 1459

	AUTHOR:
	Levine (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Coastal Act of 1976: Coastal Development


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Natural Resources Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Prohibits the coastal zone a unit in an overnight visitor-serving commercial facility from being sold for individual ownership or being used for part-time private occupancy. Prohibits in the coastal zone the conversion, in whole or part, of an overnight visitor-serving commercial facility to a full-time or part-time residential facility.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/01/2007


	

	


	AB 1554

	AUTHOR:
	Jones (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Health Care Coverage: Rate Approval


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Senate Health Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	07/11/2007 1:30 pm


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires approval by the Department of Managed Health Care or Insurance Department of an increase in the amount of the premium, copayment, coinsurance obligation, deductible, and other changes under a health care service plan or disability insurance policy. Requires the plan or insurer to submit an application for a rate increase. Requires each department to notify the public of a rate application and provides application approval procedures.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	AB 1636

	AUTHOR:
	Mendoza (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Supplemental Job Benefits


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Labor and Industrial Relations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to workers' compensation supplemental job displacement benefits, the provision of a voucher for education related training to an injured employee later than 74 days after termination of temporary disability. Requires the employer, if the percentage of permanent disability cannot be determined, to provide a voucher based on the reasonable estimate of the percentage of permanent disability.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	AB 1636, which would require employers to provide some injured workers with supplemental job displacement vouchers (SJDV) prior to verification that the injured worker is actually eligible for that benefit under the law.

SJDV benefits are awarded to injured workers who have permanent disability and cannot permanently return to employment with their at-injury employer. AB 1636 creates a situation where an employer would be required to provide a SJDV to an injured worker no later than 74 days after the termination of temporary disability based on a reasonable estimate of that injured worker's level of permanent disability. The bill would require that the benefit be provided before an employer knows if there will be either of the two qualifying events -- permanent disability and an ability to return to work.

The bill requires an employer to provide an increased benefit to an injured worker in the event that their "reasonable estimate" is low. However, the bill does not provide any remedy to an employer that provides a benefit for which the injured worker is not ultimately eligible. This means that an employer would be financially penalized for complying with the law and making a "reasonable estimate" of the injured worker's permanent disability.


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 04/03/2007


	

	


	SB 24

	AUTHOR:
	Torlakson (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Tobacco Product Environmental Smoke: Fee


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Emissions Act. Requires the Department of Public Health to assess a fee, administered and collected by the State Board of Equalization, on consumers of cigars and cigarettes to mitigate the harmful effects caused by environmental tobacco smoke. Establishes the Cigarette and Tobacco Products Emissions Fund into which the fees would be the deposited. Provides funding for tobacco-related health programs. Excludes the fee from taxation.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 48

	AUTHOR:
	Perata (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Health Care Coverage: Employees and Employers


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Health Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires each employer to spend a percentage of social security wages on health care expenditures, for its full-time or part-time employees, or both, and their dependents or, alternatively, allows employers to elect to pay an employer health care fee in an equivalent minimum amount to the Health Care Connector created by this bill as a purchasing pool for health care coverage for eligible employees. Requires employers under the Connector to collect an employee health care contribution from each employee.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 140

	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Fuels: Renewable Diesel Fuel


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires all diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to contain a percentage of renewable diesel fuel no later than one year after a specified finding is made by the state board, and, no later than 2 years after the implementation of standard. Requires all diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in the state for use in internal combustion engines to contain a percentage of renewable diesel fuel. Suspends these requirements if fuel supplies are inadequate.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/01/2007


	

	


	SB 180

	AUTHOR:
	Migden (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Labor Representatives: Elections


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Appropriations Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	06/27/2007 9:00 am


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Permits agricultural employees, as an alternative procedure, to select their labor representatives by submitting a petition to the Labor Board accompanied by representation cards signed by a majority of the bargaining unit. Requires the board to conduct an immediate investigation to determine whether to certify the organization as the exclusive representative. Extends the existing prohibitions and penalties to employers who engage in unfair labor practices with regard to a majority sign up election.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 201

	AUTHOR:
	Florez (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Leafy Green Vegetable Crop Safety


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Agriculture Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	06/27/2007 1:30 pm


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Describes practices that shall not be engaged in by growers, handlers, shippers, or processors of leafy green vegetables including using uncomposed, incompletely composed, or nonthermally treated manure as a fertilizer or soil amendment in fields, maintaining toilet facilities or other receptacles for human excreta in fields, using irrigation water that exceeds acceptable contamination levels, or selling, or putting into the distribution chain any such vegetable that exceeds acceptable contamination level.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 210

	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Fuel Standard


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the State Air Resources Board to adopt, implement, and enforce, a low-carbon fuel standard that achieves the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective greenhouse emissions reductions, and at least a 10% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 212

	AUTHOR:
	Wyland (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Employment: Meal Periods


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Rules Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law which requires employers to provide meal periods to employees during work periods of specified duration.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 05/01/2007


	

	


	SB 375

	AUTHOR:
	Steinberg (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Transportation Planning: Travel Models: Reviews


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Local Government Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	07/03/2007 9:00 am


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to guidelines for travel demand guidelines used in regional transportation plans, the requirement a regional transportation plan include a preferred growth scenario designed to achieve goals for the reduction of vehicle miles in the region, an environmental document under the Environmental Quality Act that examines specific impacts of a transportation project located in a local jurisdiction that has amended its general plan and the legislative body finds the project meets specified criteria.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 423

	AUTHOR:
	Harman (R)


	 

	TITLE:
	Exemplary Damages


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Judiciary Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Amends existing law which authorizes a plaintiff to recover exemplary damages in an action for the breach of an obligation not arising from contract if it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that the defendant has been guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. Limits the amount of exemplary damages that are available pursuant to the provision described above to 3 times the amount of compensatory damages.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 04/03/2007


	

	


	SB 466

	AUTHOR:
	Steinberg (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Forest Resources


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Appropriations Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to hire staff to provide scientific and legal services, either as employees or contractors. Amends the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act. Specifies that manner by which the environmental effects, including climate changes, of forestland and timberland conversions, may be mitigated. Prohibits timber operations unless a timber harvesting plan has been approved. Provides for a watershed-based timber harvesting plan to reduce landowner compliance costs.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 494

	AUTHOR:
	Kehoe (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Vehicular Air Pollution Control: Clean Alternative


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	07/02/2007 1:30 pm


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to vehicular air pollution control. Requires the Air Resources Board to develop and adopt regulations that will ensure that an unspecified percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles, and that commencing by a specified date, a percentage of new passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold in the state each year are clean alternative vehicles.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/01/2007


	

	


	SB 670

	AUTHOR:
	Correa (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Real Property: Transfer Fees


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Transportation and Housing Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Voids any covenant, restriction, or condition contained in any deed, contract, security instrument, or other instrument that contains a requirement that a transferee pay a fee upon transfer of real property with exemptions. Requires the application for a public report in connection with subdivided lands to state whether the property offered for sale or lease is subject to a fee. After a specified date permits the imposition of a fee on the transfer of subdivided real property under some circumstances.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/01/2007


	

	


	SB 747

	AUTHOR:
	Corbett (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Disabled Person: Equal Access Rights


	 

	LOCATION:
	ASSEMBLY


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Expresses the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that will promote increased compliance by business with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, state laws that govern access to public facilities, and federal and state regulations adopted pursuant to those laws, through education and certification programs, with the complementary goal of reducing litigation that seeks attorney's fees and damages without facilitating compliance with those laws.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Support 05/01/2007


	

	


	SB 831

	AUTHOR:
	Lowenthal (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Billing: Mobile Telephony Service


	 

	LOCATION:
	Senate Third Reading File


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Authorizes a subscriber to present a billing entity with evidence to rebut any prima facie evidence that a direct dialed telecommunications service was authorized, including evidence that a call was dialed using a lost or stolen device. Requires an entity that provides a telecommunications bill to include a statement of these rights. Requires providers of mobile telephony service to extend to new customers a grace period during which the customer may rescind the agreement, without cost or penalty.


	 

		
	 

	NOTES:
	Bill Failed


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	

	


	SB 899

	AUTHOR:
	Simitian (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Toxic Packaging Materials


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Enacts the Toxic Free Oceans Act of 2007. Prohibits a person from manufacturing, processing, or distributing in commerce plastic packaging containing toxic materials.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 936

	AUTHOR:
	Perata (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers' Compensation: Permanent Disability


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Insurance Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to existing law that creates the Workers' Compensation System and requires the payment of disability benefits to eligible individuals for injuries sustained in the course of employment that cause permanent disability, and specifies that the amount of those payments be computed in accordance with a prescribed formula. Revises the formula for computing those payments for injuries causing permanent disability, which occur on or after a specified date.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 06/05/2007


	

	


	SB 942

	AUTHOR:
	Migden (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Workers Compensation


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Insurance Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	06/27/2007 9:00 am


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Relates to workers' compensation. Requires an employer to reinstate an employee to a preinjury job within 5 working days after receipt of a written statement by the treating physician and when the employee is willing and able to work. Provides that if the employer refuses to reinstate such employee to the preinjury job, the employer shall reimburse the employee for lost wages and work benefits. Relates to eligibility for permanent partial disability supplement benefits.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"

The bill creates a presumption that an employer has discriminated against their employees if they do not return the employee to work with full pay and benefits within one day of the employee being released to full duty. Labor code section 132(a), while intended to protect employees, has historically placed the burden of proof on employees to prove that their employers have discriminated against them due to their claim. This bill would change that burden by requiring employers to prove that they did not discriminate against their employee as described above. SB 942 also creates a separate and a more austere punitive penalty structure for this specific violation.
The expansion of labor code section 132(a) is unnecessary. Labor code section 132(a) has traditionally been a general discrimination statute that is meant to generally prohibit employers from discriminating against employees who file or intend to file workers' compensation claims. The expansion is not in keeping with the traditional purpose of labor code section 132(a) and is duplicative in many ways with existing employee protections under California's Fair Employment and Housing Act (FEHA) and the federal American's with Disabilities Act (ADA).


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 04/03/2007


	

	


	SB 974

	AUTHOR:
	Lowenthal (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Ports: Congestion Relief: Environmental Mitigation


	 

	LOCATION:
	Assembly Transportation Committee


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Requires the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of a container cargo user fee to the Southern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund. Requires the Port of Oakland to transmit a portion of the funds derived from imposition of the fee to the Northern California Port Congestion Relief Trust Fund and a portion to the Northern California Port Mitigation Relief Trust Fund. Authorizes infrastructure bank financing agreements.


	 

		
	 

	Commentary:
	
	 

	CalChamber 2007 "Job Killers"


	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/01/2007


	

	


	SB 990

	AUTHOR:
	Kuehl (D)


	 

	TITLE:
	Hazardous Waste: Santa Susanna Field Laboratory


	 

	COMMITTEE:
	Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee


	 

	HEARING:
	06/26/2007 1:30 pm


	 

	SUMMARY:
	
	 

	Provides that a violation of the hazardous waste control laws is a crime. Authorizes the Department of Toxic Substances to compel a responsible party or parties to take or pay for appropriate removal or remediation action, as prescribed, necessary to protect public health and safety and the environment at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory site in Ventura County. Prohibits sale, lease, sublease or transfer until certification the land has undergone complete remediation to specified protective standards.


	 

		
	 

	Position:
	Oppose 05/01/2007
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