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Senving 16 Chambers of Commerce and over 53,000 Businesses in Southem California




3400 Torrance Blvd, Suite 100 

Torrance, California 90503

www.SBACC.com
SBACC Board of Directors Meeting

AGENDA
March 2, 2010
1) Welcome









George Kivett, Chair
2) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet





All
3) Approval of the February 2010 Minutes





All
4) Chair’s Report








Kivett
· 2010 Census







Frank Recchia

· Cal Chamber 2010 Business Summit




Kivett

· WACE Scholarship Presentation 





Ashley Diestel
5) Governor’s California Job Initiative 






Shaun Lumachi

6) Legislative Report #2







Lumachi

7) Financial Report








Charles Gale

8) Legislators Reports

Harman, Schwarzenegger, Knabe, A.Lowenthal, Oropeza, Wright,





Lieu, Furutani, B.Lowenthal, Bradford, League of CA Cities, 





LAAFB
9) Announcements 








All
10) Adjourn
Next SBACC Board Meeting will be Tuesday, April 6, 2010 at the

Torrance Chamber of Commerce 3400 Torrance Blvd, Suite 100 Torrance, California 90503
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Approval of the February 2010 Minutes
SOUTH BAY ASSOCIATION OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Board Meeting Minutes

February 2, 2010

PRESENT: G. Kivett, M. Low, C. James, T. Green, M. Lyon, C. Davis, K. Finer, H. Duncan, P. Donaldson, B. Williams, T. Mason, S. Kramer, J. Parsons, J. Brunkhardt, M. Smeltzer, A. Garten, S. Gobble, D. Castner, L. Baglietto, J. Kirk, S. Napolitano, M. Morales, S. Lumachi, C. Gale, A. English, T. Acosta, C. Taylor, J. Janes, J. Ahn, N. Manfredi, P. Wilson, T. Dahlgren, C. Greer, H. Vu, J. Valle, J. Zivkovic, M. Warenek, D. Duperron, S. Kramer, E. Swanson, I. Mendoza, S. Rhilinger, D. LaSalle, C. Waters, J. Waters, A. Distal, T. McKinnon, B. Orton .

CALL TO ORDER:  The Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Marcella Low at 8:10 A.M.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:  The Chairperson invited all present to introduce themselves.

MINUTES FROM MEETING OF DECEMBER 1, 2009 (delayed) and MINUTES FROM MEETING OF JANUARY 5, 2009. T. Dahlgren moved approval of the minutes.  The motion was seconded by H. Duncan and passed unanimously.

Current Chair Marcella Low requested moving directly to the agenda and conceded time to CHAIR-ELECT George Kivett.

CHAIR- ELECTS REPORT:  Chair -Elect George Kivett reported the status of activities for S.B.A.C.C. Installation Luncheon.  

· Registration is moving at a good pace and anticipating a full registry for the event

· Making room changes from an upstairs location to a larger room downstairs

· Sponsors receive seats as well as legislative elected or their representative

· Listing is needed of names for seating at each table being purchased

· Volunteer staffing is needed, but so far have 3 people from Harbor College staff to help with check in

· To reserve new room, minimum 225 attendees are needed for guarantee to hotel

· Torrance Chamber is taking reservations, appreciation for their effort

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES: Chair-Elect George Kivett introduced plans for Bylaws Review Sub-committee. George called for a sub-committee to be formed to review and if needed revise the bylaws at a board meeting following the Installation Luncheon.  He stated that the current bylaws are “concise, but hard to understand”.  At present, George stated that the number of past chair advisor positions is appropriate.

Following discussion G. Kivett moved for approval of the Strategic Initiatives as revised.  The motion was seconded by H. Duncan and passed unanimously.

POLICY PLATFORM: Shaun Lumachi highlighted the Ballot Measures Proposal for the June and November 2010 ballots.  Following all discussion, J. Ahn moved approval of the Policy Platform as revised.  The motion was seconded by S. Gobble and passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer C. Gale stated that the invoices are available for each Chamber.  S. Gobble announced that Ashley Diestel of LAX Coastal Chamber is the award winner of the scholarship to attend the W.A.C.E. conference.

An announcement of gratitude was made for Continental Development’s sponsorship for the S.B.A.C.C. this upcoming year. An announcement of gratitude was made for Chevron’s sponsorship for the S.B.A.C.C. this upcoming year.  

Chair-Elect George Kivett suggested that the scholarships and their eventual award be posted on the S.B.A.C.C. website with a reminder that member and sponsor activity helps SBACC to support the goals displayed by the scholarship award.

LEGISLATORS’ REPORTS: B. Orton reported for Senator Roderick Wright.   The Senator is seeking support for SB 827 as supported by the AQMD and highlighted that odors are their largest complaint.

S. Napolitano reported for Supervisor Don Knabe.   The Supervisor has initiatives to ban body armor that may be used during criminal activity.  S. Napolitano also gave status report on rescue relief efforts coming from Los Angeles County and the status of the recent storm damage in LA County.

Jennifer Zivkovic reported for Assembly Member Ted Lieu.   The Assemblyman is looking forward to keynote speaking at the S.B.A.C.C. Installation Luncheon.  He is also looking forward to plans for a General Motors Plant to locate in Torrance.

J. Janes reported for Assembly Member Warren Furatani.  The Assemblyman supports a Cal SBA campaign to local businesses and Career Tech Workforce development.   He also has initiatives for improved community college funding, reduction of sex offenders in group home environments.  He also needs input for Employer support for Chambers to reduce need for fees; a meeting proposed needs to move to next week to avoid the W.A.C.E. conference.  He also highlighted the need to respond to the Census which is very important for funding our regions. 

T.  Mckinnor reported for Assembly Member Steve Bradford.  The Assemblyman is on a select Committee for Procurement; he wants to host a workshop concerning this.  He is also reminding the group that the deadline for the Census Redistricting Commission is February 12th.  The State Auditors website leads to the application.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

S. Rhilinger reported for the South Bay Cities Council.  She announced the 11th Annual General Assembly "A Vibrant Economy: Jobs keep the South Bay Strong!" on February 26, 2010 from 8:30am to 3:00pm.  Free registration is available at the website www.southbaycities.org.

Theresa reported for the League of California Cities.  The League has initiatives concerning property taxes, redevelopment and transit/transportation.  She announced the division meeting February 4th at the Metropolitan Water District and a tour of Northrop Grumman scheduled for March.

C. Greer reported for the Los Angeles Air Force Base.  They are pleased for the support of the S.B.A.C.C. on keeping the LAAFB location in operation.  She also described some of the initiatives for new construction, worker improvements and attendance at the Air Force Base.

P. Donaldson of the Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce announced the State of the City Luncheon for the City of Hawthorne on February 11, 2010.

Before closing, Chair-Elect George Kivett recommended a prompt start time for subsequent meetings so we may complete our meetings on time.

 ADJOURN:  The Meeting was adjourned at 10:11 A.M.

Chair’s Report
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Cal Chamber 2010 Business Summit

Monday, May 17, 2010 10:00 AM – Tuesday, May 18, 2010 9:15 AM (Pacific Time)

Location
Sacramento Convention Center

1400 J Street

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Who Should Attend?
Business owners

CEOs

Public affairs staff

Local chamber of commerce staff, board members, committee members

Economic development, industry/trade and regional business organization representatives.

Register Early and Save!

Lower Early Bird Rate available until 4/16/10

Summit/Host Reception/Host Breakfast:  $220/$275

Summit/Reception:  $195/$250

Summit Only: $165/$220

Schedule

	9:00 a.m.
	Registration Opens
Sacramento Convention Center, 3rd Floor Ballroom

	10:00 a.m.
	Summit Opening
CalChamber President Allan Zaremberg

CalChamber Priorities

Introduction of CalChamber Policy Advocates

	10:30 a.m.
	Discussion of Key Issues with Noted Experts

	11:15 a.m.
	Discussion of Key Issues with Noted Experts

	12:00 p.m.
	Break

	12:15 p.m.
	Summit Luncheon

	12:45 p.m.
	Introduction of Special Guests
Local Chamber Recognition: President’s Circle

Political Partner of the Year

Small Business Advocate of the Year Awards

	1:15 p.m.
	Special Guest Speaker: Howard Fineman
Senior Washington Correspondent and Political Columnist for Newsweek

	2:00 p.m.
	Summit Adjourns

	2:15 –  3:45 p.m.
	Breakout Sessions (Optional)
A. Legislative Advocacy Boot Camp 101

B. 2010 Ballot Measures

C. What Labor’s Federal Agenda Could Mean for Business

D. International Trade Forum (CalChamber Office)

	5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
	Sacramento Host Reception (Optional)
Sutter Club – 1220 Ninth Street


Post-Summit Events
Tuesday, May 18, 2010
	6:30 a.m.
	Sacramento Host Breakfast Registration Opens
Sacramento Convention Center, 3rd Floor Ballroom

	7:30 – 9:00 a.m.
	Sacramento Host Breakfast
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Governor’s California Job Initiative
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs
Alexander Kim

Deputy Director, Office of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

Recommended Action

Review and support the Governor’s California Job Initiative bill package as outlined below.

Background 

1. The Governor’s California Job Initiative bill package contains 5 major components:

a. Create 100,000 New Jobs And Train An Additional 140,000 Californians With A New Job Creation Initiative
b. Streamline Regulations To Get Shovels In The Ground - Creating Jobs And Spurring Economic

Activity
c. Extend The Home Buyer Tax Credit To Encourage Homeownership
d. Eliminate Sales Taxes On Green Tech Manufacturing Equipment To Increase Investment In

California's Fastest Growing Economy
e. Eliminate Frivolous Lawsuits That Punish California's Small Businesses
2. The Governor has worked with the Legislature to introduce pieces of legislation in order to accomplish his Jobs Initiative package. 

3. Below is an overview of the legislation. The jobs creation legislation is expected to be introduced during the ongoing budget negotiations.

Create 100,000 New Jobs And Train An Additional 140,000 Californians With A New Job Creation Initiative
· The Employment Training Panel (ETP) will partner with community colleges and other workforce development organizations to deliver training focused on green jobs and other key industries prioritized by ETP. 
· These include manufacturing, goods movement, biotechnology, information technology services, multi-media, health care and construction.
· The Governor’s initiative provides up to $200 million to employers to pay for training new employees or retraining an existing employee for a new job. 
· Employers will be reimbursed for training expenditures through the ETP after the person has been gainfully employed for three months. 
· The average reimbursement for each employee is approximately $1400. 

· An additional $300 million in reimbursement funds will be available to employers for training and employing out-of-work Californians. Employers will receive $3,000 for each unemployed worker who completes ETP training and stays on the job for nine months.
· The combined funding for training and new hire grants is equivalent to the state paying half the payroll tax for each new employee for a year. 
· The California Jobs Initiative will result in up 100,000 new or retained jobs created and to provide training to 140,000 individuals to qualify them to qualify for better jobs. 

· It will be funded by a loan from the Unemployment Compensation Disability Fund, which currently has a surplus sufficient to fund this program after covering claims and will not include general fund allocations. 
· This allows a fund paid into-by workers to have a direct benefit to workers. 
· Employers will be reimbursed after the ETP has confirmed nine months of continuous employment.
Streamline Regulations To Get Shovels In The Ground - Creating Jobs And Spurring Economic Activity

AB X8 37 (Calderon) Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

AB 1805 (Calderon) Environment: California Environmental Quality Act
SB X8 42 (Correa) Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
SB 1010 (Correa) Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Summary

· These pieces of legislation enacts the California Environmental Quality Act Litigation Protection Pilot Program of 2010 and requires the Business, Transportation and Housing Agency to select projects that meet specified requirements from specified regions for each calendar year between 2010 and 2014. 
· Furthermore, it would exempts each project from judicial review of an agency's decision to certify the EIR or to adopt a mitigated negative declaration based on an initial study for, the selected projects.
· AB X8 37 and AB 1805 also requires the Agency to submit an annual report to the Governor and the Legislature summarizing the designation of projects.
Extend The Home Buyer Tax Credit To Encourage Homeownership 
SB X8 21(Ashburn) Income Tax Credit: Qualified Principal Residence

AB X8 34 (Jeffries) Income Tax Credit: Qualified Principal Residence

Summary

· SB X8 21 and AB X8 34 would authorizes a credit in an amount equal to the lesser of 5% of the purchase price of a qualified principal residence or $10,000, for a purchase of a new residence or for a first-time home buyer.

· The tax credit would be made available for purchases between May 1, 2010 and December 31, 2010 and for the tax period after December 31, 2010 and before August 1, 2011.

Eliminate Sales Taxes On Green Tech Manufacturing Equipment To Increase Investment In California's Fastest Growing Economy

AB X8 35 (Blakeslee) Energy: Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation
SB X8 22 (Padilla) Energy: Alternative Energy and Transportation Authority

Summary

· AB X8 35 would include as a project under the California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority Act, machinery or equipment that is utilized for the design, technology transfer, manufacture, production, assembly, distribution, or service of an alternative source component. 
· This bill would now allow financial assistance for the purchase, sales or lease arrangements of the equipment and will now qualify for exclusion from the Sales and Use Tax Law.
· Furthermore, requires the Authority to consider specified criteria in approving a project for which the purchase, sale, or lease of tangible personal property qualifies for the sales and use tax exclusion.
Eliminate Frivolous Lawsuits That Punish California's Small Businesses

AB X8 40 (Niello) Civil Actions: Damages
Summary

· AB X8 40 limits punitive damages in an action to 3 times the award for compensatory damages.

· This bill would also protect the manufacture, distributor, or seller of a product from further damages if they are in compliance with a statute or certain specifications of a responsible federal or state agency. 

SB 1017 (Huff) Sale of Goods: Breach: Damages

SB X8 69 (Huff) Sales of Goods: Breach of Warranty: Damages

Summary

· These bills would provide that a seller is only liable for damages to a buyer in an action for breach of warranty alleging that a product is defective if the seller is:

· The manufacturer of the product;

· Exercised substantial control over that aspect of the design, testing, manufacture, packaging, or labeling of the product;

· Altered or modified the product and that action was a substantial factor in causing the harm, or;

· Had actual or constructive knowledge of the defect as specified.
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Legislative Report #2
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs
H.R. 4349 [Napolitano, Grace (D – CA)] Hoover Power Allocation Act of 2009

Recommended Position


Support

Summary

1. H.R. 4349 would further allocate and expand the availability of hydroelectric power generated at Hoover Dam.

Background

2. H.R. 4349 amends the Hoover Power Plant Act of 1984 (HPPA) to modify, commencing October 1, 2017, certain statutory schedules governing contracts for delivery to specified localities in Arizona, California, and Nevada of hydroelectric power generated at Hoover Dam.

3. It would direct the Secretary of Energy to: 

a. Create, from certain apportioned allocations of contingent capacity and firm energy, a resource pool equal to 5% of the full rated capacity of 2.074 million kilowatts and associated firm energy; 

b. Offer Schedule D contingency capacity and firm energy to new allottees not receiving contingent capacity and firm energy for delivery commencing October 1, 2017; 

c. Allocate through the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) for delivery, commencing October 1, 2017, 66.7% of Schedule D contingent capacity and firm energy to specified new allottees located within the marketing area for the Boulder City Area Projects.

4. H.R. 4349 requires each contract offered under HPPA to: 

a. Authorize and require WAPA to collect from new allottees a pro rata share of Hoover Dam repayable advances paid for by contractors before October 1, 2017, and to remit such amounts to the contractors that paid such advances in proportion to the amounts paid by them as specified in a certain Implementation Agreement; 

b. Permit transactions with an independent system operator; and 

c. Contain the same material terms included in those long-term contracts for purchases from the Hoover Power Plant that were made in accordance with HPPA and are in existence on the date of enactment of this Act.

5. H.R. 4349 would continue, through FY2067, the requirements of HPPA as the exclusive method for the disposal of capacity and energy from Hoover Dam.

Arguments in Support

6. The Hoover Dam Allocation Act of 2009 will provide a 50-year contract for hydropower generated at Hoover Dam for millions cross California, Nevada and Arizona. The new contract ensures constituents will continue to have access to this important source of power well into the future and provides an opportunity for new beneficiaries to access this source of power.

Arguments in Opposition

None at this time

Supporting 

Eastern Municipal Water District

Lake Elsinore Valley Chamber of Commerce

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

Murrieta Chamber of Commerce

Southwest California Legislative Council

Temecula Valley Chamber of Commerce

Western Municipal Water District

Wildomar Chamber of Commerce

Opposing

None at this time
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