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Senving 16 Chambers of Commerce and over 53,000 Businesses in Southem California




Terranea Resort

100 Terranea Way

Rancho Palos Verdes, California 90275

310-265-2800 

www.SBACC.com
8:00am – 10:00am

SBACC Board of Directors 
Planning Session Meeting for 2010
AGENDA
November 3, 2009
1) Welcome










Marcella Low, Chair
2) Terranea Resort Welcome








Terri Haack, Executive Vice President and Managing Director
3) Self Introductions and Sign-in sheet






All
4) Approval of the October 2009 Minutes






All
5) Review of Investment Application






Low

6) 2010 Strategic Initiatives







Shaun Lumachi

7) 2010 Policy Platform








Lumachi
8) Financial Report









Charles Gale
9) Announcements 









All
10) Adjourn
Next SBACC Board Meeting: December 1, 2009 at the Torrance Chamber of Commerce Office
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October 2009 Meeting Minutes

SOUTH BAY ASSOCIATION OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Meeting of October 6, 2009

MINUTES

PRESENT: George Kivett, Michael Morales, Mark Waronek , Marilyn Lyon, Kay Finer, Jim Adams, Bill Mason, Stan Myles, John Parsons, Ken Breugle, Pat Donaldson, David LaSalle, Helen Duncan, Beatrice Williams, Joe Ahn, Tom Dahlgren, Marcella Low, Sharon Weissman,  David LaSalle, Pat Donaldson, Joy Janes, Marna Smeltzer, Lou Baglietto, Sherry Kramer, Elise Swanson, Jill Brunkhardt, Chuck Taylor, Creasie James, John Wogan, Steve Napolitano, Dyan Davis, Nancy Manfredi

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Chair Marcella Low at 8:00 A.M.  She requested that all present introduce themselves. She thanked Redondo Beach Chamber for providing coffee and refreshments.

MINUTES:  Mark Waronek moved approval of the Minutes of September 1, 2009.  The motion was seconded by Helen Duncan and passed unanimously.

CHAIR REPORT: Chair Marcella Low reported that SBACC sent a letter requesting that the legislature  take up the package of water bills in a special session of the legislature. This is necessary because discussions on water reform broke down during the budget deliberations. 

She also announced that SBACC is considering holding several events this year: including the following “Meet and Greet” event for candidates, a high level speaker in January and a proactive follow up trip to Sacramento to present positive suggestions.  Business members will continue to be involved in meetings with Assembly Member Furutani.
Potential speakers include Kathy Feng from Common Cause, Rolling Hills resident Judy Mitchell who is President of the League of Cities, Gabriella Holt who is part of an organization that is advocating for a part-time legislature.

The November SBACC Meeting will be held at Terranea in Rancho Palos Verdes.  Kay Finer will confirm arrangements for the organization to meet from 8-10 A.M.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Representatives of “California Forward” have requested that we adopt their “core principles” which include reducing the size of the voted needed to pass a budget from 2/3 to a simple majority.  SBACC has historically supported a 2/3 majority voted requirement for both the passage of the budget and the passage of new taxes.  Helen Duncan moved that SBACC continue to support a 2/3 majority vote both to pass a budget and to pass new taxes.  The motion was seconded and passed with 2 Nay votes.

H.R. 3446 (Richardson) Clean Low-Emission Authorization Nationwide Ports Act of 2009. Mike Morales made a motion to support the bill. Second by Marilyn Lyons. Motion was amended by Joe Ahn: Support the bill, define surface transportation and no pass through fees to the vendor’s suppliers. The motion passed.

It was suggested that representatives from Congresswoman Laura Richardson, Assemblyman Steve Bradford and Supervisor mark Ridley-Thomas be invited to attend SBACC meetings.

FINANCIAL REPORT: George Kivett reported that invoices will soon be sent to partners.  They may be followed with phone calls. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: It was reported that Scott Gobble has agreed to chair the Nominating Committee.  George Kivett, Mark Waronek, Jill Brunkhardt and Helen Duncan agreed to serve on the committee. 

LEGISLATORS’ REPORTS:

Senator Oropeza – Sharon Weissman reported that the Senator expects that a special session will be called to address the issue of water reform.  It is expected that some changes to California’s education laws will be made in order to make our state eligible for federal stimulus funds.  The Governor’s 21st Century Economy Committee has reported its suggestions to restructure California’s tax system.  These suggestions are opposed by the California Chamber as well as low income groups. The Senator no longer mails her newsletter.  Interested individuals may subscribe to her online newsletter.

Assemblyman Furutani – Joy Janes reported that the Assemblyman is scheduling his Small Business Roundtable for October 29th.  He is always interested in hearing about potential legislation that will be helpful to the district. Assemblyman Furutani was successful in his request to audit the state’s process for contracting with small businesses. That audit is now underway.

Supervisor Don Knabe – Steve Napolitano reported that   the deadline for applying for the Supervisor’s Artists’ Grants Program is November 14.  He also urged the South bay residents and businesses to provide input about what kind of transit—bus or rail-- they want for the Crenshaw Corridor. This project represents many jobs.  It is likely that those who shout the loudest will receive funding.

ANNOUNCEMENTS-

San Pedro Waterfront Development Project – George Kivett reported that the L.A. Harbor Commission approved the project’s EIR and now the focus is on making certain that the projects moves forward.  Commissioners suggested that construction of a cruise ship terminal should focus on the terminal away from Cabrillo beach first.

Manhattan Beach Chamber will hold its golf tournament at Rolling Hills Country Club.

Northrop has sent out invitations to its upcoming moon shot.

Jane Harman will deliver a state of the region speech on October 13th.  The event is co-sponsored by SBACC and the Torrance Chamber.

Chevron Refinery  will host a community tour on November 11th.

The Harbor City/Harbor Gateway Chamber will host District Attorney Carmen Trutanich on October 22.

Lawndale Chamber will hold its 60th anniversary luncheon on October 20th.

ADJOURNMENT:  The Meeting was adjourned at 9:40 A.M.
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2010 Strategic Initiatives
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action


Staff will lead a discussion to determine the top three policy priorities for 2010. Individually, SBACC 
members will be asked to state their specific top policy priorities for next year. 


Staff will document the responses. Once complete, staff will lead a discussion on each policy priority 
mentioned in order to expand for more details. Once complete, each SBACC member will be given three 
votes to vote for their top three priorities for 2010. 


The top three priorities with the most votes will become the 2010 Strategic Initiatives or in the case of 
the 2009 Strategic Initiatives, four priorities were chosen. 


Staff will return at the December SBACC meeting with a plan of action based on the 2009 
Strategic Policy Priorities approved at the November 2009 planning session meeting.

Review of the 2009 Strategic Initiatives

1. Fixing Our State’s Fragile Water Supply and Infrastructure

The SBACC will support efforts to promote regional and statewide water conservation efforts; develop additional water storage facilities; developing alternative arrangements to deliver water to Southern California should the Delta levees fail; finding solutions that include an isolated facility around the Delta; and other means of ensuring that California has adequate water supplies.

2. Improving Our Local Economy Through Regional Business Retention and Attraction

The SBACC will partner with regional organizations to identify and remove barriers to business retention and creation throughout the South Bay region. With the help of regional organizations, the SBACC will proactively seek solutions to invigorate the South Bay local economy. 

3. Securing State and Local Budget Reform

The SBACC will seek extensive state and local budget reforms to meet the rising demands on California to provide basic government services. We will seek reforms that enable local and state government to give its programs the flexibility to perform efficiently and effectively. We will continue to protect the South Bay business community from burdensome regulations and tax increases.

4. Seeking Solutions to Regional Transportation and Transit Challenges

The SBACC will continue to monitor the implementation of recent regional and state transportation bond measures and projects. The SBACC will support actions that expedite programming and expenditure of all transportation funds ensuring a direct benefit to the South Bay transportation system.
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2010 Policy Platform
Presentation

Shaun Lumachi

Director of Government Affairs

Recommended Action:


Staff will lead a discussion on the current policy platform and the SBACC will determine any changes 
for 2010.
Review of the 2009 Policy Platform
The South Bay Association of Chambers of Commerce supports public policy at the regional, state and federal levels of government that:

1. Ensures that regulations on business are kept to a minimum and do not put South Bay businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

2. Encourages a tax and fee system that is market competitive.

3. Encourages the protection of private property rights.

4. Ensures that government focuses on the functions meant for only government to do; and view the private sector as a resource.

5. Requires the government to be accountable for its actions and for the programs it operates.

6. Requires government and its actions to be measured periodically to ensure maximum efficiency and return on investment with public funds.

7. Promotes a legal system that minimizes frivolous lawsuits to ensure fairness to all.

8. Support job creation, workforce development opportunities, and an educational system that prepares the South Bay workforce for jobs and careers targeting specific industries such as aerospace, trades, sciences, engineering, environmental, and healthcare including the bio-medical field. 

9. Promotes a quality of life that supports the South Bay region as an affordable place to live, work, and do business.

10. Promotes economic development opportunities in the South Bay for business retention, attraction, and expansion.

11. Encourages an adequate, reliable, and cost-effective utility infrastructure system (including gas, electric, water, telecom) be promoted, developed, and maintained to meet the needs of our community.

12. Supports a regional solution to meet air passenger and cargo needs including a reconfiguration of the Los Angeles International Airport not to exceed 78 million passengers annually; and, only when concerns of airport security, air and ground traffic, infrastructure, air quality, sufficient and convenient passenger access, and ground transportation are adequately addressed. 

13. Recognizes the positive economic impact of the Los Angeles Air Force Base on the South Bay region and supports the retention of the Los Angeles Air Force Base in an effort to protect the Base as the Department of Defense begins another round of Base Realignments and Closures (BRAC).

14. Supports the development and retention of workforce housing in the South Bay region given the expensive housing prices in Southern California in addition adequate supply of smart development growth is needed to retain businesses and ensure job opportunities in the region. 

15. Forge partnerships with our local legislators so that they can utilize the SBACC and the private sector as a resource to create pro-jobs legislation. The SBACC is committed to holding local representatives accountable to the business community by tracking their votes. These votes impact not only their constituents, but also the vitality of the economic environment. 

16. Encourages local governments and legislators to cooperate to streamline and reduce unnecessary regulations that will inhibit the job growth in our region and for local governments to work proactively to recruit and retain businesses in the South Bay region.

17. Ensure responsible health care infrastructure and insurance policy proposals that result in increased availability of affordable health care coverage for employers and their employees.

18. Encourage the state legislature and the Governor to work together each year to ensure that the state budget is developed and passed in a timely manner.

19. Encourage “green” ports, the continued implementation of the Clean Air Action Plan, and truck pollution is mitigated while considering impacts due to future port expansion to meet the demands of increased cargo and international trade. 

20. Ensure government, business, organizations, and residents work collaboratively to reduce carbon emissions and conserve energy and natural resources.

21. Support efforts to repair our aging transportation infrastructure for future development growth and engage MTA in long term regional transportation planning as it relates to issues such as traffic flow, parking, and improving traffic corridors.

22. Secure our fair share in funding distribution for area projects from statewide and federal bond funds.

23. Encourage appropriate funding for homeland security, public safety and emergency preparedness demands on the region.

